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Advertifement. 

crHE Author of the following Sheets y 
•* being fenfible of the nvantof a De* 
fcription of liAGi^^Y ^ Ei-ifviL^ and the 
Leasowes, three celebrated places in 
the neighbourhood ofBiKUi^GHAMy and 
within the tour of a day ^ begs leave to offer 
this as an Agreeable. Companion, or 
Guide, to the parties who vjjit them* 

If by tahng the utmojl care in tran* 
fcribing the Infcriptions, and rendering 
the Latin ones into Englifh, for the be-- 
nefit of thofe not converfant in that lan^ 
guage^ and particularly defcribing the 
f ever al beauties ofthefe delightful abode s^ 
the hyxxkior Jhall meet with the appro^ 
bation of the Public, his Defign will 
be fully accomplijbed. 

A DESCRIP- 
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DESCRIPTION, fee. 

MONG fhe fleatures of a cornitry 
life. Gardening is not only a com* 
mendable and recreative amufe- 
ffttot, but a pleafing and deligKtftil flu- 
dy 5 it Alls the miitd with the moft agree- 
ifcble leflfatiDRS, it ' charms the eye, and 
Ivherever it is introduced, makes the face 
Cf hatUfe {itiile iii elegance and perpetu- 
al v^rdutfe.-' — 'The modern tafte 

iiniverfeUy adopted iri the diipoficion o£ 
Cbje&s, in pafks, tod pleafurc grt)unds, 
is natural, lively, dlid pidturefque : 
•Thfc defigner, aftemively cau- 



tious of falling into the exploded error, 
of offending nittjfe, by uniformity, and 
futile exa^tnefs, ftow robes her in all her 
own fimplkiry, and carelefi dignity 5 fol- 
lows her thfough all her fwect recefFes 
with the drefs of fancy — afliHed by Geni- 
us, he hides her blemifties, and with a 

|;raceful hand expofes all her offered charms. 

Taftc 



( i ) 

. Tafte depends fo much upon good 

fenfe, that it is no wonder fuch execrable 
blunders fliew themfelves in the many 
productions that rife before us, without 
meaning, beauty, or defign. But however 
dependent tafte may be upon what the ge- 
nerality of defigners may be ftrangers to^ 
I can by no means be perfuaded to think 
fo much of the latter is required to form 
even a copious and interefting fcenery j 
efpecially where nature hath done h^r 
part,in*thediverfity of hill, valley, and 

Water.- 1 have known a peafant 

fcatter, without defign, fome beauties 
round his cot, that, were they to ftand 
within the pale of the firft park in Eng- 
land, would be an honor to it. The great 
difficulty lies chiefly in giving the confer 
quence and a ftriking imagery to thofc 
fituations, where nature hath denied hex 
agreeable variety ; here, genius and feufe 
muft for ever go hand in hand, or difgracc 
and contempt will be the inevitable cou- 

Icquence. ; 

Have 
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Have fou a canal to form ? ' 4ook if yoa 
^cza diicover any natural fhtam that me- 
luiders in a dired: line : — HUls rife not 
iinifonnly i^^gular^ Aof ase woodsj lawns, 
r49ck$, or water, confined to a mathema- 
tical ezaftnefs. Beauty in gardening \g 
not to be confidered by a perfed fymme- 
try^ as in a palace i it is compofed, and 
£ver delights in the wildnefs of fanq% 
and a fympathizing irregiilarity : ArtxnuU: 
never be vifible ; and rvery fcene dlftinA-^ 
ly variable ; and each fo happily blende^ 
pr fecluded from the other, m to firikp 
jche beholder with pleafiire and furprize. 

This is the grand chain to be obferved 
by the attentive defigner; If -one link is 
l^roken in the moft trifling objedi: . by 
wrong judgment, It is of fuch impoctancc^ 
fhat tbe whole may fall into cenfure^ zn^ 
other l)eauties be fulKed by its deformity^ 



The 
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TTi€ genius of the place mtift never be 
ii€gle€b@ds it is the |)rindpal ot>}e€t ill 
gsit-dening; tind td foUow nature impii<^ 
cidy as fhe fcads> is equally as important. 
Tke artift, upon eonftrlting thefe leadi^ig 
tnaXitt», will eafdy determine wheri W 
Tear the aifaplte bbelilk-i— hfe teihplcS M9. 
^ilfe on the bro\rs df well-ffieftercd hiHsi 
or on the eafy Hoped lawn, Within the tfnV- 
brage of the hanging gfo ve^^his grptsj 
trontemplative and retired, will be firfuted 
hy the peaceful lake, or the foothing Aio- 
notony of flietritklihg rill— ^ his cafcadei 
will be romanticly difpofed, bold, o^nftif^ 
cd, and artlefs^ hh rocks broken, jagged; 
and mifhapen— mellifluous fhrubs will 
fcent .his 'more retired walks, where diftant 
objefts are not called for, and elegance 
iind beauty will grace the whole. To 
Turprizc and plcafe, i$ the very foul of 
tafte; and whoever is happy enough to 
accomplifh this, has done what the whole 
tit of gardening can didate to him. 

One 
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. One wouW imagine, among \ki liberal 
arcs that have flou>ri&e4 iu a ilateof per* 
feftion for fuch, a number of years^ that 
the ornamenting of parks ajnd pleafura 
grounds^ in the genuine tafte they noAf 
appear, would long before the prefeni 
sera have rofe into the fame repute. The 
Romans, when architecture was in its per- 
fe($ glory, Wheii palaces in every village 
ftood in fuch majcfty, we do not find theif 
garderis any way remarkable, except for 
grandeur and a prodigality of ^xpence ; 
nothing pleafed but Whal had the b\y of 
greatnefs ; the $)ft and deKghtf^l recefl^s 
of nature w;ere defplfed^ rcje<3:ed i d^t 
filled every coraei?> aadpQj^ght but thp 
pageantry of magn^ceiice claimed the 
attention of the people gf that g^reat and 
powerful emj>iw,. 

The c^lelMip;bed poeta of all ages^. in 
their paftorah, paint ^he beauties and 
fimpUcity of nature i^ fiich lively co- 
jpurs^ and fo invitingly, that it Is ama2f« 

B 2 ing 
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ibg no imitative genius fprung up, and 
exploded the reigning mocly whims, by 
rcaHzing the charming defcriptions : how 
'ftneiy, and with what judgment and tafte, 
does Mikon fing the beauties of tht 
garden. 



•Tliuf was this place 



A happy rural feat of various view t 
Groves whofe rich trees wept odorous gumi &batlil; 
Others whofe fruit burniHiM with golden rind 
Hung amiable^ Hefperian fables true. 
If true, here only ; and of delicious tafle r 
Setwixt them lawns, or level downs, and floctilh 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpofed. 
Or palmy hillock ; or thc^owVy lap 
Of fome irriguous valley fpread her fiore^ 
Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the rofe t 
Another fide umbrageous grots, and caves 
Of cool recefs,, o^er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creep* 
Luxuriant ; mean-while murmVing waters fall 
Down the flope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crownM 
Her crydal mirror holds, unite their fireams. 
The birds their quire apply ; airs, vernal airs^ 

Sreathing the fmcll of field and grave, attune 

The 
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Thd trcmbKtig teaves, while univcrfal Pan 
Khit<wi(k the Gr^^e* and the^How»'m dah^ 
r^ed oa. th* etfinudt ipring^ ^tju > .^ . u^ 

IV-^ '^ JM ^^< 



VP^ i|lic r^i^ qC Wilii^m III* was thie capi<> 

tal gardener of bis time; he was fucceifivo* 

ly employed in the execution of. the fineft 

g^deod in fiBgLand andiFton^e*, snA he 

ipftl^tod natufc viih atii lihat fire ol ge** 

lUus^ whkl^ tba& wasi the pnevailing 

mode : his dftfigns issevc Qsccee^iogly exten^ 

fiveaodpoivecfti);^ ift1iik.va.yv bofefiirely 

they uoert ]^0rik i^ h(s^ n^vcr e^&Hed oa- 

tm% boM tob mh hoe oiF lif^r beauty $ Md 

ikat ^/sfidr aad i?M 6f dangeixmilr l^ Mndfe 

wa&hi$ dtarfin^cluld^ witom h^ c^er fe«4* 

led wtb tbff tnojl ri^ubus- 4i{l;iDi^ipn« 

Long avenues, flraigl^t can^al^ poncU 

c^uffuhxi, &|UQre' ami qUoj^ QQOippfh^i 

jiis favontf ke watei^ ;» inouhts^^ i^eg(|iar ai^L 

undform^ nab^diaQd un^dod-ned^ temples 

B5 wiihout 
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without fliadej crouds of nwrnkey fi- 
gures, marked the fine clipped holly, th» 
yew, and the box^ while flaming red 
gravel gave hs afiiftance. In a thoufand 
methodical Mg-zag walks, to dazzle the 
eyes, as well as fcorch Ae feet, while 
tracing the dull round of every childilh 
parterre. 

What maa of tafle can bdiotd the fto- 
died labour of Hamptmi or Xenfington, 
withow: mortificatttxi and difguft ! Inltead 
of thofe delightful fcenes which rife from 
the hand of tafte, thofe Ibencs wbich> cap- 
tivate on the firft fight> and riret the a^- 
tentioD, h& fi^ to fee nattire tb\M mu- 
tilated and torn by the jMoeil of art : hi»' 
eyes are every where abforbcd ih proud 
expencc, and taftelefi prodigality $ ht, 
looks round htm, waN(S, . finds kimfelf . 
ftitl furmonded by a tircfome famenefs ^ 
his expe^tioa is weaned out, and he re- 

'- -tfattsfied and fatigued. But theft 

ic whims, thefe xi<iculous fopperies 
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in the art of gardening, are at length 
becomte obfolete ; the champions for mag* 
nificence and regularity, tho' reludantly^ 
admit the force of the prefcnt elegant tafte, 
and the fight of two or three maftcrly 
produftions, hath charmed them into cou- 
ridion. * . 

Among the many juftly celebrated pla- 
ces in this kinjgdom, which have merit- 
^ a defcription, none perhaps dcferve it 
more than Hagleyy Emjtly and the Lei^ 
fiwes. In thcfe places appear almoft 
every beauty the fancy can wilh for, or 
the moft refined tafte can give ; the eye- 
is neVer hurt by a trifling or uninterefting 
objeft, but roves fron* fcene to fcencwith 
new delight, and the fpe£bitor is charmed 
into apprbbation, and an acknowledge' 
ment of the merii they ai^ *£> juftfy fam- ^ . 
cd for. . . . , : 

I don't know any country < that- can 
boaft a greater variety, or m(»:e enchant* 

ing 
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||]|gj.p^i^ft%th«»9|iipe^ frtm ^vecy «iq|. 

is, perhaps, as pleafingly amufcd \)^ tk^ 
furprizing populoufnefs and cultivation 
ygbkh, af^g^^ram^ tiflk.. lpdi)S^ i» 

l»i}% en»jaej5«d^ «4 thetinl^lijjjof j^afla,-. 
Hilars. i$t ^hc. C9^a^ $|v^ 9C *« r^. •. 

escfi9IE ^Awij qrfjc^ i&ronj, i« Ify t;l?c d*. 

ce/fil¥ of 1^ 48:^P6 iit^ tii«« 9a4 
harveft. 



But me opciHBg eonniffy leen cal» 
tilt aMOAtion frpm the hv9f- Ak^ of in- 

duftry. 
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duftry, to an endlefs variety of objefts, 
equally intercffing and beautiful. The 
fudden appearance of a lovely and rich 
expanfe, every way embelliflied with fuch 
• profufion of charms, that the eye knowJ 
-not where to fix, but wanders among the 
bufy villages, the cultivated fields, and 
the wood-decked hills, with ineffable de- 
light* Nature from this proud brow* 
appears replete with thofe diftinftions, 
which not only fafcinate the eye, but fill 
the mind with the deepeft impreifions of 
the majefly of that power from whence . 
every thing proceeds. It was this happy 
fpot which drew the attention of a Sben^ 
^one, and to his genius the world is in- 
debted for 



THE LEAS OWE S, 



^^^^MucUow HOI« 



■ ■ 






L E A S p W E S. 

MR^ Sbmftcm^ merit as a l>oe§, ae^ 
a maxtof the moft t^iined tafte, cf 
fijfBcient}^ known to tke world? kis 
poemft, partkularly ld& paftorab^ cm^ 
dently con&rtn bim ia the fidt, and tho 
beautiful difporuion of the many flriV* 
ing beauries this delightful place aibrd?> 
jufUfies him in the latter. 

The entrance into tht^e rural fcenes 
from the road leading to Hales Owei^ 
is down a fteep glogmy- boUaw ta A 
gate over-arched with ftones, from whence 
begins 

ths^friory walk. 

Through this quiet and fequcftered 
vale the eye \g conftantly amufed by a 
pleafing variety of objeds, equally fim* 

pie 
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pie and Mtertaking : die brswling of A 
csifcade near the fodt of the firit fe^^ 
(ihingifig dowa a ^icafttScred iicap ef ragi> 
ged rook and fibcies, is firikkigty eon* 
dk6ted ; . tssA a fort of ilooe qo&ny OA 
the oppofite fttep bill, ccnrcced with tcKg 
€nd btiflics is frn agreeable addiition t» 
the rudent^. of its corre^nding patts« 
On the back. of the itcft &at, ufider the 
wall of the :prtory gate^ is this infcrip^ 
tion : 



fti|mruteq4e tomt, et ^nta recaitiit ri«di 



That is. 



ff t^M Mil I 



■McJhtcttMd Mile ttttniiffSf 



Al pleaihrtf callft firotft ftttltfnC^tfve lb grt>t0^ 
ScfttchM 6u thb flowVy ftie«i«> at €tfe tre Iie» 
And hear the filyer riUa run bubbling by. Pit:^ 

I 

The hafiging fides of this umbrageous 
recefs are difierently varied. That on the 

left 
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kft rifes in great beauty ; lofty trees^ 
bulhes^ and the lively verdure of the 
turf, adorned with a thoufand natural 
flowers, and the rambling path oblique, 
within the cool refrefliing fhade, is truly 
pleafing ; fometimes the trunk, or root, 
c^ a lofty oak, prqjefib into the path ; a- 
nother, in the very middle of it. This I 
prefume is meant to give it a more per- 
fcGt air of fimplicity ; but a man of the 
niceft tafie may lofe himlelf in aiming at 
too great a diftinftbn in this refped, 
and fall into the very error he is lb cau- 
tious to (hun : however pleafing this 
novelty in the priory walk may be to fome, 
it is certainly abfurd and unnatural ; in- 
dead of bong (truck with its fimplicity, 
I (ee nothing but the moft evident afit^- 
don of it, and I immediately conclude, 
the defigner, merely for the fake of the 
whim, did it at the expence of his better 
judgment. 



•«» 



The 



The oppofltc fide of the dell is left InC 
Its natural ftate, wild, and ciofely bulbed 
to the bottom, where tlie mazy current, 
from the cafcade above dropping in abrupt 
falls, lends its foothing note, till having 
found a more peaceful Jiaunt in the 
calm pool below, changes the fylvan 
icene* 

^ The landfcape which ftarts upon the 
Ipeftator on approaching the water is ex- 
ceeding chearful, ..but not extenfivc. 
Hales Owen fteeple, a large houfe, the 
.adjoining fields, and an agreeable peep of 
Clent hiUs over the water, enriched by 
the trees on its fleep bank^, arc collefted 
in this lively pifture. 

The infcription on the feat here is, 

AMICITIA ET MERITIS 

RICARDl GRAVES. 

Ipfse tc Titytc, pinus 



Ipfi te FontcSy ipfa hsec Arbuflsi vocabunt. 



That 



^ 



[That is, 

To the friendfliip and merit 
Of RICHARD GRAVES. 
— For thee detain'd 



ThepineSf theihrubCi the bubbling fprings com4 
plainM. WARTOKf 

The path from hence winds by thd 
fide of the pond in the moft fimple man^ 
ner along the lowly dale, where another 
dripping rill falls gently in ibft murmurs 
from the higher parts of it, and lofes itfelf 
in the fame lake. 

On another feat are thefe line^t 

I Hucadesy QMeliboee! caper dbifalvusethoedii 
£t fi (|uid cd&se fo/M^ re<}uie6;e fvb imbu^ 



That is^ 



-hither BfeSboeus faafte. 



Safe are thy goat and kids : oae idle hour 
Come wafie with me beaeach thit coding bow V; 

WAHTON-i 

froro 
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From ihis fhady bench the whole of 
the fequeftered valley is taken in ; upon 
the left in the midft of a riling grove of 
oaks, feathered with coppice wood and 
gofs, (lands the ftatueof a Faunus playing 
upon a pipe. This, fo finely feen among 
the trees, has a very agreeable efFeft, and 
on the oppofite fide, an urn in a lone fpoc 
adds to its native gloom and ibiemnity ; 
this contemplative fccne is intirely con- 
fined by ftcep declivities on cither fide ; 
lofty- trees are thinly dropped about, from 
the more darkened bank ; and the lovely 
•wodd beyond the ftatue cc^ne£ting, £orms 
« chearful lawn, gently falling by the 
^fbot of the feat and down to the wat^r 

The infcription on the urn is, 

INGENIO, ET AMICITI^ 

GULIELMI SOMERVILE 

G, S, POSUIT. 

Deblta fpargens lacrima favillam 

Vfttis amici» 

C a That 
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That is. 



To thegjcnius and friendihip 

Of WILUAM &OMERVILE 

William SH£;NSTONfi eredted this ura,. 

Spiinkliug with tears the a(hes 

Of his poetical frieud. 

A Kttlc farther within the umbrage of 
a thick fet grove of horfe ehe&uts and 
'larches, is 

The W O O I>-H O U SE^ 

Dedicated to the Eari of Stamford, 
On the entrance of this moffy root feat, 
the fpettator is not oaljr ftruck with fuiv. 
prize and pleafure at the romantic fcene 
before him, but likewifc at the genius of 
the defigner whocouM thus frona an in-^ 
fignificant gutter, call in fuch beauty and. 
invention. A boldartlefs cafcade preci- 
pitately ruflies down a rugged mafs of 
rocky Hones,, at lead one hundred and 
fifty paces,, in a. conftant fucccffion of 

falls i. 
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falls ; the fore ground on a riling hillock 
is ftudded \^ith tall dittina oaks, and each 
fide the plunging torrent is thickly plant- 
ed with variety of different fhrubby .tufhes, 
alders, yews, alhes, fpindling among 
others of a larger growth, whofe^ naked 
roots half dead and old, left fo by the 
impetuofity of the ftream, while others 
tottering and projedling over it, give the 
tudeft appearance, and afford an addition 
to its fimplicity : the interweaving of the 
branches of the trees above, ifrom whence 
the foaming water fccms to iffue, is in- 
tirely romantic, and the gloom it throws 
around tints the dafhing current with a 
peculiar brightnefs. It is impoffible to 
defcribe this lovely fcene as it defer ves 5 
every fpeftator is ravilhed with its inimi- 
table graces, and leaves it with regret. 

The ftranger will not forget before he 
retires from this inchanting recefs, to 
take the walk up the path to the firit wa-> 
ter-fall > he will find it the rudelt, the 

C 2 pioft 
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mod fimple, and the moft captivatingf 
fcenc> that perlups was ever fprmed,jevca 
by imagination* 

Through an. opening _ of the Wooi- 
houfejj the. road ranges within the cool; 
Ibadt up the. valley before, mentioned, . 
among an odd compofition of briers, gofs, 
and thorny bufhes ; whether this is meant' 
to give the place a more pcrfedt . air of 
natural wildnefs, or, as likely, thfeeffeift of 
negligence, it in inf opinion offends, 
the eye, and ffiould i>e confidered as a^ 
blemifli : if w^ are. every where to carry, 
with- us,^th~c idea of a farm, as it is meant,,^ 
it is unpardonable, becaufe flovenlinefs' 
always refleds difgrace upon the ppfleffocr 
of the land. 

A little further the Icenc becomes more 
chearful, by its extending parts being 
engagingly blended* with the ftately^ 

fpreadiog 
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Reading trees. A bench here is infcribej 
to Mr* Dedfiey^ 

€omc then my friend, thy fylvan tafle difpky^ 
Come hear thy Faun us * tune his ruftic lay ; 
Ah ! rather come, and in thefe dells difown 
The care of other's ilrains, and tune thine owur 

This circular feat is within a knot of 
young oaks, and looks down the rural 
valley, finely wooded on each fide, and 
clofed by the grove running down into the 
bottom. 

' From this agreeable retreat, the walfe* 
gently de/cends under the fheltering arms 
of fomc large beeches, croffes the dalCj,. 
and precipitately wanders up the other 
fide, to an obfcure corner, where another 
feat has thefe lines, 



mt 



* Alluding to the fiatue bckwd the (cau 
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-me geiidum nemii9, 



Nyinpharumquc leva cum fktyris. chon, 
Sfcern&t populo ■ — - 

That is. 

Be mine, amicl the breezy grove. 
In facrcd falitude to rove ; 
To fee the nymphs and fafyrs bound. 
Light dancing thro' the mazy ground. 

FiiANCir# 

Here a fine opening araongft the trees^J 
rifing and clofing the lovely valley, dif-. 
covers a folitary urn, dedicated to thd 
brother of Mr. Sbenjlone 5 and a little 
•further is a feat which takes in one of 
the moft pidtureiijue views in the whole 
farm : it looks immediately down the dell, 
catching the priory in all its beauty, be** 
tween the fpreading branches of the lofty 
trees ; this building is only a fimple cot* 
tage, dreffed up in the form of a fmall 
ruin, which the firft generous poffeflbr of 
the grounds gave, as a calm retreat, to 
©Id age, and indigence : it has from hence 
a moft ftriking appearance, and the bold 

church** 
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church-like gothic windows, give it a fa* 
Icmn air, and add a graceful luftre to the 
groves and fields which furround it- 
The ground about this place is finely 
diverfified with gentle fwells, and deep 
wielding falls ; the trees appear drop- 
ped by the hand of nature -, every objeft 
has its charms, and the whole is perfeflly 
{>leafing» 

» 

The urn is thus infcribed *. 

FRATRI EJUS UNICO, 

FRATRUM AMANTISSIMO^ 

JUVENUM SUAVISSIMO, 

HOMINUM INTEGERRIMOv 

UDCCLLL 

That is. 

To his only brother,. 
The moil affe(5tionate of brothers. 
The moil amiable of youths, 

The raoft honeft of mca.. '^ 

J7S2- 
-^The firfl fide is fo defaced, it is not legible*. 



i 
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On another CidCf 

fOBTCtyAMTE FATA tULERUNT, 
friA FALES AGAOS ATQP& IPSE EELIQyiT APOUCDp 

That is, 

Thee whom the fates in aoger ffiKchM SWay^ 
f aks, nor Fhccbus deiga^d a loBj^riby^ 

WAETOlfi 

From hence the afcent foon bccomts' ex- 
ceeding bold» and the large fwelling lawti 
is a flrikiifg objeft J vrearied with many 
a tirefomc flep^ a pfcafing relief is offered 
by a feat, from whence the profpeft is fa 
endearing/ that the toil in climbing up 
to it, is remrcmbered no more. This 
fcene is not fo extcnfive as in tht higher 
parts of the farm ; but it is fo happily 
blended with every thing the eye can wifl* 
for, that nothing feems wanting to com* 
pleat it. Brierly Hill Chapel, oppofite^ 
about fix miles diftant, is a ftrong objedt ; 
and the rich country round it fo furprizing* 
ly diverfificd, with woods, bills, vallies, 
and boufcs, that it is impofllble to look^ 

*»4 
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and not be charmed with its bcautieil 
The lines upon this feat are read with 
great pleafurc . by every one who fee* 
them: 

Skephcrd, vouldfi thou here obtaia 
Pleafure unalloy'd with pain > 
Jay, thafc fuitg the rural fphcre ? 
Gen^ (bcphpri lend an e«r* 

Learo to relifh calm delight. 
Verdant vales and fountains bright p 
Trees that nod on floping hills. 
Caves that eccho tiokliog rills» 

f f thou canft no i:harm difclofe. 
In the fimplefl bijid that blows ; 
Go ! forfake the plain and fold. 
Job the croud aad toil for gold. 

Tranquil pleafurea never eloy^ 
Banilh each tumi|ltuous joy. 
All but love— for love infpircs^ 
Fonder wilhes, warnjerfircs^ 

Love and all its joys be thine. 
Yet e*er thou the reins refign. 
Hear what reafon fccms to fay, 
Kear attentive and obey* 

«' Crimfoi 
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** Crimfon fcaves the rofe adom^ 
^^ But beneath them lurks a thorn ; 
** Fair and flow'ry is the brake, 
** Yet it hides the vengeful fnake. 

* 

** Think not (he whofe empty pride, 
*' Dares the fleecy garb deride; 
** Thinic not fhe who, light iind vain, 
^' Scorns the fheep, can love the Twain I 

<* Artlefs deed and iimple drefs, 
** Mark the chofen (hepherdefs ; 
*' Thoughts by decency controul'd, 
** Well conceived and freely told. 

^^ Scj[i{c thatihuns each confcious air, 
** Wit that falls e*er well aware ; 
*** GehVous pity prone to figh^ 
** If her kid, or lambkin die* 

• * Let not lucre'l let not pride, 
*' Draw thee from fuch charms afide; 
^* Have not thofe the proper fpher« ? 
^* Gentler paiHons triumph here. 

** Sec to fwecten tfy repofc, 
«* The bloffom buds, the fountain flows, 
** Lo ! to crown thy healthful board, 
** All that milk and fruits afford. 



"Seel: 



** Seckno morc^ the reft Is vain, 
*** Pleafure ending foon in piain: 
t« Anguifli lightly gilded o'er^ 
*' Clbl'e thy wiih and Icck no more«^ 

Up higher on an elevaDcd mount, a 
groups of Scotch firs, with a fancy fea€ in 
the middle, gives one of the nobleft prof- 
pe£ls in the farm; this octangular whim 
Supports a cup, or bowl, infcribed 

** To all friends round the W R E K I N.*» 

Wellbgton Wrdcin, a huge moumaiiji 
in Shropfhire^ appears touching an ex- 
ceeding diftant horifon, and vke Cierrt: 
liills, Witchberry wood, and obeliik, ovca: 
the tops of the trees in the vale, rear their 
majeftic heads : Hales Owen in the niidft 
of the furrounding hills, and the higli 
hanging wood on the right, make frcun 
hence a noble appearance, and the wboje 
of the farm is coUeded in great beauty.. 

Mr. Shenftone with his frie^d^ oftea 
«fcd ro dedicate ^ convivial bp^ur within 

D this 
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jt%is tcircle, wiicre theglafs flowed with wit 
jsind fociaj merriracDt.; friendfliip without 
Jiypocrify, and.canvexfation uncontam'inat- 
^d by wxetdbed ribjaldiy, ai^ noilj folly> 

Trom hecce, as the hill boldly rifes, the 
^olpeft becomes mor.e extended : here, 
m the loftiefl: emmence of the Farm, 
flands ia a fmall grove, a very hand/ome 
buiiding^ called 

Thb GOTHIC ALCOVE. 

The fait^ views are colleifted here, an 

iD^for-e, though with foxne difFtrence^ 

CleiUt hills and the hanging wood ar^ 

^Dtixrly fliut out by a few trees, particu- 

Jarly on the lefx^ whi^rh run into the lawn : 

the objeds are innumerable, and afford 

iiflconimon pleafure. The home prof- 

j)eft itfelf, is exceedingly ciitertaining j 

ithe ferpentine river twiijing along the le^ 

vel of tli^ verdant lawn, whieh expands 

itij^lf In A gentje dcgliyity from the foot of 

this 
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iRi's Brow, fufted with fmall groupes, or 
fSfagle trees, and otb^P objedls, make ic om 
of the maft e3flFprd&v€ ami bvely fccnes 
imaginable. On the back of tlie feat are 
thefe lin^s inoW* black prints* 

Oyou that bathe m coui^tlyc bliflev 
^V toyle/m Fortunes gtdiiy fpbcare ;f 
Do not too rA|hly dceme amiiTe, 
Of hym thtkt bidei con^niid tierCr 

Nor yet difdcign the ru4fct (ble^ 
Whiche oer each carleflfe lymbe be fiiags jr 
Nor yet dcryde the bcechcn bowlc, 
. lo'wbic&e he ^ttaffi the lympid fpriogir 

Forgive hinr, Tf ateve ordawmr, 
Dovoyde of worldly cark he ftray s 
Or all bcfyde fome fiowerye lawn^- 
He waHe hi» mnofehfirve day* 

So may he pardonae fraud and fh-yf^ 

If fuch tn publycke haunt he fee ; 

For faults there bcctw b bufye lyfe, 

From whiche thefd peacefull Gicwiea are free, 

The path novr defcends, uAder the 
fhade of iome fpreading oaks, to another 

D Z - feat, 
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fca% comprehending a noble and delici- 
ous profpeftt The ' tov^^n and ffeeplc of 
1 lales Owen church, over the fweeping 
fields, again ' animate the gaj^ diverfity : 
the Clenc hills once more fhew their 
proud brows.i iheWixchberry wood^^wirh 
its lofty obeliflc, the Priory among the 
trees, and feveral large frregular Iheets or 
water in * the deep valley, thraw fiich a. 
chearfulnefs. on the whole, that the eye is 
never tired in gazing oir their charnw. 

Dercending ftijl through a. batchy and 
pafSng a common high road, the path? 
bends uncjer a hedge of tail alders to ano- 
ther feat, fheltered by the hanging boughsv 
of a majeillc beech> with thefc lines : 

Hoc crit In votis ; modus agH non i(8 majl^us 
Hortus ubi, et w6to vicinus, jugls acjuse fans 
Et paulum fylvafupcr his force, Auftius. atque' 
Dti melius fecere* 

That is, 

I often wilhM r had a farm^ 

A decent dwelling, fiiug and warm r 

A gardktfc 
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A garden, and a fpring a« puiae 
As cryftai, running by my door ; 
Beiides a little ancient giiuve. 
Where at my leifure I might rov^-; 

The gracious Gods to crown my blift 
Jkve granted this, and more than this. 

Francis* 

l^Ioverty is always pFeafing, and the 
fpeftator wKerever he treads is certain of 
finding it; not a bench but marks a 
ftrong variety, and the genius of the de- 
figner. From this feat the fgene changes- 
ki. many refpeds, but is ftill extcn- 
five, and delightful, claims as much no- 
tice, and affords a» equal pleafure in its 
oontemplat?ion- A rich lawn fprcads it- 

felf down to the houfe, fome larg^ trce^r- 
ire dropped about it, and upon the right 
appears-.the haiigjng wood on. a fleq> de- 
clivity! one of the C lent hilJs above the 
trees on /the left is feen m great beauty^ 
3S well as. fome diftant ruountains more 
^ppofite ; Hales Owen^by. fon>e trees run- 
ning, into the iawir, is intirely fecluded ^ 

D^3t, and' 
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and to give this fccne a more fimple turny 
two or three hay-ricks are fcattered 
about, which,, perhaps but feldom obferv- 
ed, are a great addition to its domeftic 
and. paftoral appearance. 

. From hence the path^ in a gentle foll> 
fi retches to another gate, which opens oa^ 
the outfide of the Farm, and difcovers a 
fccne totally difFerenl: from any of the 
preceding ones : diftanc obje<Sts are no 
more ; all is £butoutbut the rugged Ipftj 
hills in. front riling, fteeply, and rudely ir/^ 
regular;, this ground irxefiftibly claims 
the attention, and it is nriuch to be la? 
mented that Mr. Shenflone was not the- 
proprietor,, being fo finely formed for a 
chfplay of. his animating, pencil : what 
room for fucba genius as his !-how fweet- 
ly would he^ inftead of condufiiag the. 
path down the hedge fide,, as it Jiow runs,, 
have guided it round thofe high hanging. 
hii4s, fometi^ics, perhaps, ftealing within, 
their deep hollows among a thouiand 

> trees^ 
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trees, obfcure, and Ihady, coHedihg in ifti 
mazes, thofe objefts,, the moft diftinguifh- 
able from the diftant country, . and- at 
length fall intptjiat recefs, which now 
gives e»cry fgeftatoc ib much..pleafure !.. - 

r 

The tafte of the defignePy however, ne^ 
ver (hewed itfelf in flronger colours, not- 
withftanding he was debarred from exe- 
cuting it in the manner he probably woujid 
have d0ne„ than inithe com raft be(:wcea 
the above-mentioned recefs,,and the rough 
uncultivated one preceding l he very 
>vcU knew that: to. furpcize,^ was to pleafe^ 
andto ftart from one extreme- to. another., 
would have the efTedt he intended : I a p* 
prehend it is impoffible for any man pf 
tafte not to. mark this ftrpng exertion of 
fancy, when he has obferved the plainp^ft 
of the palh, even to negled, by the hedg<$ 
fide, the rude wildernefs of alders, alh^ 
and bfizles^ equally as. wild^; and finds 
himfelf ioi 

ThJ6 
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Thb lovers walk. 

From dull obfcurity and gloom, the- 
fcene ia a moment changes into chear- 
fulnefs and beauty ; not into a ftaring- 
wild expanfe^ but to a lovely recefs^ wherfe 
one wifhes to faunter, to contemplate, and' 
to reft. At the foot of the firft feat be- 
gins a water fo chequered with variety,, 
that its form is never to be traced : on 
one fide, a noble clump of beech trees, od 
the fwelliAg banks of the ftreanl, rear their 
fmooth filver trunks, and their embracing: 
arms, adorned with the moft lively green,, 
hanging in the water,^i» Angularly intereft- 
ing : a fmall ifland covered with thin trees;,, 
ftands folitaf y in fi*ont ; and an opening 
among the branches of Ibme oaks, juft 
tets m a horufe, over the valley, at about 
two miles diftance : this is very applica* 
bly termed th&Lovefs Walk^ all' is quiet? 
and fer^n^,. five the murmunng of a rill,, 
whioh^. fooths* and- -fills the' mind with a 
pleafing contemplatioir. 
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The walk comlnxies clofe by the banKr 
of the water, and waves ta ajiother fcati, 
without any infcription, wbkh takes in 
Hales Owen, fteeple, ia perfpcdtive, and 
the rich rifing country beyond, througji 
alight opening of fine branching trees.; 
and a little farther another bench, prefenta 
itfclf with thefe lines.. 

Kcrine Galatea, thymo mihr dutcior H)'blfly 
^ ^andidior cyems Hedefa formofior albl, 
* Cum primum pafK repetcntprsefqiia tauriv 
. Sigaa tui Corydoiii» habct t« Cum,. Tciiito» 

That isjt. 

O Oalutea ! nympli than fwans more briglit, 
^Isre fweet than thyme, more fair than ivy whitt^ 
When pafiur'd herds at evening feek the fiall| 
Hafte to-my a^ms ! ndr fcorn thy lover Wall ! 

War TO n* 

No diftant view from hence i^ .;takfin 
in. The water again cha gcs its form into 
a winding rivulet, and at length dwin-^ 
dies into a fmall ftream, which meander* 

carcletly 
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carclefsly down from the hill above, 
fometimes in abrupt falls, fometimcs 
•fttiooth, chirping its mazy way into 
ihe body of the pooU The rcclufe path, 
from hence gently rifeS: near the margia 
of the rill, under the umbrage of the 
copfe,^ and creeps betwiecn the thinly fcat- 
tered trees, fome tall and ftraight, other's 
crooked and ©Id^ flaming o'er tbe bab- 
bling current, and qulveringin the breete^ 
aU: is* deep retirement, but chearf ul ; and 
the urn, which flands in a fequefiered fo- 
litary angle,, adds to the native gloom^ 
This urn Is richly gilr, and place.d' herp 
in remembrance of Mifs Dolmaii, a near 
relation ofMr»Shenftone^s, whojin he had 
,a^ great rt^gard for. It is thus infcribed : 

P£RAMABILI SVM 
CONSOBRINiE 



That \iy 



To his moil amiable Coufin 

On 
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On another fide, 

AH MARIA! 

PUELLARXJM ELEG ANTISSIMA 

AH FLORE, VENUSTATK ABREPTA 

VALE! 

UEU QJL/ANTO MINUS EST 

CUiVE RELIQJLTIS VERSARI, 

QJUAM TUI 

MAMINISSE. 

That is, 

F 

Ah Maria 1 

The mod ekganc of maidens : 

Alas 1 fuatchM away la 

The bloom of beauiy. 

Farewell ! 

Haw much lefs- pldtlWe fhere is in furviving 

than ia remembering ttiec ! 

The walk now begins to rife, and meetr 

with a feat, which looks through an open- 

. ing of the copfe, to a part of the boufe 

among the trees; aod over it the Cient 

JijUs in a very pleafing perfpedive : a 

' ^ iittlc 
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little farther, at the foot of a flcep preci- 
pice, is another bench, with this Ime. 

<< Divine obllvioa -of low thoughted care.** 

This feat cm only be meant as a rcft- 
ing place, or perhaps {more likely) for 
the purpofc of contemplating the ftrange 
gorhic wildnefs, that every way furrounds 
it : the defigner was always attentive to 
the minuteft objedt, and never faw even a 
tree, which flxuck his fancy, but he would 
either call it in, or honour it with a fear, 
as a mark of his approbation. Thij 
place only looks upon the dreary hollow 
of thofe bold hills before mentioned, 
without the precind:s of the farm, full 
of brambles, and a few fcattered trees, on 
iu furzy banks. 

From hence the ground l)ecomes {o 
exceeding fteep, that tlie path is obliged 
to be cut zig-zag, along the naked (helv- 
ing banks, almoft in parallel lines, to ob- 
viate 
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obviate the difficulty of climbrng Ac 
fumniit. A very welcome feat here, oa 
the higheil: ridg«, offers kfelf io a de- 
lightful fliade^ where the eye turns agaia 
from gloom and melancholy^ to the 
chearfud hauacs of the living ; the fweep- 
ing lawn round the houfe^ the koufe k« 
felf; and the Gr/mge in the fertile valley^ 
f^^etly embofomed by dark lofty pines^ 
arc remarkably agreeable ; fomc peeps 
of watec, and the rich rifiog country be* 
yond, grace the whole, and make it one 
of thofe proipe(^ which the ey£ is never 
deed in looking at. 

On the back of this leat are thefe lines : 



:*-4iic Utis otia fundis 



Speluncsy vWique lacua, hie frigida tempcy 
Mugitttfc^ue boaiDi moUefque fub arborjc fomnu 

That is, 

L«ifupe and eafe, ia groves juxd cooling rales^ 

Grottos and bubbling brooks and darkfome dales { 

The lowing oxen, and the bleating iheep, 

And under branching trees, delicious lleep« 

Warton:. 

E The 
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The (hady walk ftill continues in a 
very artlefs manner, boldly rifing among 
the fpreading trees,, and. at length opens 
to a long villa, terminated by an old 
dulky building. This pkafing walk, 
though in a direfl; line, lofes much of its 
ftifFnefs by, the gentle waving of the 
ground, and is of confidcrable extent in 
the midft of the fteep hanging wood, 
folitary, and impervious to the fcorching 
rays of the fun -, each fide is thickly 
planted with large trees and coppice wood, 
finely darkened wirfi hollies- and brufliy 
entanglal bulhes •, about the^ center- of this 
umbrageous avenue, on a fmall eminence, 
is a handfome Gothic feat, which looks 
through a glade^down tbe^deep declivity, 
catching a noble Iheet of water in the 
valley, and clofes with a- lovely view of 
the Clent hills, which from henco form 
two delicious fwells, and perfedt the 
fcene. 



The 
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The dulky building, which is called 
The TEMPLE of PAN, 

* 

at the extremity of the vifta, only looks 
back upon the walk, and has this infcrip- 
tion, 

Pan pnmus calaraoscera conjungere plures 
Edocuic ; Pau curat ovcs, oviumque inajedros. 



That IS, 



'•ftras mighty Pnir, 



To join with w^x the various reeds began ; 
Pan, the great god of all our fubjctSt plains, 
Protedis and loves the cattle and the fwains. 

Warto*v, 



As this part of the Leafowes has been 
reflefted upon for a regularity totally 
excluded from every fubjoining part of 
the farm, I ihall beg leave to aflc, how 
this regularity could pofTibly be avoided ? 
The nature of the ground is fuch, that 

E 2 had 
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had it been othervvife, it wovild be fart- 
taftical and ridiculous : Suppofe it had 
taken a fweep along the ridge up to the 
Gothic feat, which is fcarcely prafticable, 
the expence, the labour, and the art, 
•which muft have appeared in cutting the 
walk through the fides of the hill, would 
have been infinitely more ftifF and for- 
mal than the ftraight line itfelf ; obvious 
as a deviation from the fimplicity which 
accompanies all the reft may be, the pre- 
fent agreeable level hath its advantages, 
and capital ones too ; it neither offends 
the eye, nor lends ^ farther affiftance to 
tire the limbs, already jaded by the dif- 
ficulty of climbing to the fummit of fo 
fiecp a precipice. 

The path now again precipitately falls 
down the declivity among trees, and 
Shelving banks, regaining its former 
fimplicity, and the fpeAator is pleafingly 
amufcd, with a total variation from every 
tiling that appeared before. The walk 

pafles 
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paflesclofe under a thick hawthorn hedge, 
and ftretches itfelf to a feat within the 
Ihade of firs, which comprehends the 
beauty and riches of a grazing farm, in- 
terfperfed with the fineft divcrflty • evefy 
diftanc objeft is here fhdt out, all is fyl- 
van and paftoral. Fr6m the foot of this 
feat the land gently falls, and rifes again 
in a lovely fwell, adorned with a groiipe 
of firs, and here and there a fpreading 
fingl.e elm, or alh, decks the intermediate 
ipace ; this fwell forms, on the other 
fide of it, 3, deep narrow valley fringed 
with trees, (hrubby alders and willows ; 
and the bold riring lawn beyond', bounded 
hy wood and! d'etacKed light groves, with 
its Gothic alcove on a rifing lawn over 
the trees which furround the honfe, and 
other chearful objefts, compofe the rural 
profpedb. 

Such fcenes as thefe, where various 
groupes of animals are feen feeding on 
the rich turf, dedicated to the ufes of 

E 3 life^ 
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life, give a pkafing warmth to the idea 
of the happinefs of thofe who prefer 
the calm rational pleafure of retirement^ 
and is a ftrong incentive to every thinkir^ 
being, who perhaps moves in the gay- 
circle of folly and diffipation, to quit it 
/or thefe more commendable purfuits^ 
and live as becomes a man, in the lau* 
dable exertion of his reafon and under- 
ilanding. 

From the next feat in a clump of Rts^ 
'which h dedicated to Lord Lyttelton, 
the eye faflens upon three or four falls of 
water, rufliing precipitately among trees 
down the narrow vale,, or dingle betweci> 
the fwells of the lawn •, the fine hanging 
wood'is high front, with its Gothic build- 
ing peeping through the glade, and the 
vivid fields around, give this fituation. as 
much confequence as any before vifited. 
But thisfcene, endearing as it is, is fcarce-: 
ly remembered, when, after paffing ano- 
ther feat, without any great variation^^ 

the 
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the Ilrahger finds himfclf in the delightful 
mazes of 

VIRGIL'S GROVE. . 

An exertion of the moft lively and po- 
etic fancy, difcovers itfelf in every corner 
of this romantic and lovely folitude 5 it 
exadly marks the mind of the defigner, 
and proves to what extent the. power of 
genius and good fenfe can arrive. — — 
From the rude and infignificant hollow it 
once was, arifes a thoufand charms, and 
carries with it fuch an idea of enchant- 
ment, that one is ready to think one fees 
the Naiads, Fairies and Fays, in their quick 
motions, gambol through the recefles of 
the grove. 

The entrance into this delightftll retire- 
ment, is through a fmall wicket, wfterb 
the glintpfe of an obeltik on the right 
firft catches the attention ^ this in a fe^ 

queftered 



queftered corner is dedicated to the gemus 
of Virgil. 



GENIO P. VIRGILII MARONIS 
LAPIS ISTE CUM LUCO, 
SACER. E5TO. 

That is, 

To the genius of Virgil, 
Be chU ObelKk, and Grove,' 
... . ' Dedicated* 

, Turning to the left, as the path gently 
falls among the trees, a feat appears which 
is infcribed to Mr* Thomfon. 

CELEBERRIMO POETJS, 

JACOBO THOMSON; 

>ROPE PONTES ILLI NON FASTIDITOS, 

G. S. 
SEDfEM HANC ORNAVIT. 
Quse tibi| quse tali reddam pro carmine don 
Nam neque me tantum venientis iibilus aAjflri. 
Necpercufla juvant fludutam litora, nee quae 
Saxofas inter decurrunt fiumina vallest 

That 
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That is. 

To the celebrated Poet 
JAMES THOMSON, 

Near thefe fountains which he delighted in^ 
William ShEnstone 
Raifed this Seat. 
What thanks, what recompence can my weak lay. 
For fuch exalted flrains as thine repay ? 
Not from frefli whifpers of the fouthern breezfe, 
Nor gentle daihings of the calmefl feas ; 
Nor from the murmVing rills fuch joys I feel, 
That gliding down the pebly rallies ileal. 

War TON. 

From this feat the eye is ravilhM with 
a full view of every objeft in the grove ; 
on the extremity to the left, appears a 
bold cafcade, rulhing precipitately . down 
the rude rock, which forms a fmall rivulet 
gently gliding, then ruflies down a fall 
and divides, forms a fmall ifland, again 
unites, and foaming fwiftly tumbles down 
another abrupt fall, and lofes itfelf . in 
the pool which appears under the arch 
of a bridge of the moft fimple conftruc- 

tion i 
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tion ; immediately oppofite appears a 
grotefque dropping fountain ftarting from 
the mofs-grown crevices of a rude heap 
of cinders and flones* Down the fteep 
Hoping banks, and along the margin of 
the rill, are. dropped (lately foreft trees 
promifcuoufly crowded, mixed with copfe 
wood, thin and tall : thefe interweave 
their branches, and their rich foliage af- 
fords a chearful gloom, impervious to the 
fun, except in fmall opening's, where 
its rays dart through, and throw the moft 
enlivening contraft to. the deep fhade that 
reigns within the bofom of this lovely 
recefs. 

The path from hence Reals to another 
delicious feat, backed by a large rugged 
root of a tree, and has thefe lines : 

O let me haunt this peaceful (hade, 

Nor let ambition e'er invade 

The tenant of this leafy bowV, 

That Ihuns her paths, and flights her powV, 

Hither 
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Hither the peaceful Halcyon flies. 
From focial meads, and open ikies ; 
Pleas'd, by this riL Lev courfe to fleer. 
And hide her fa^^hiiv^iJiumage here. 

The trotit, bedropt.with crimfoa ikaias^. 
Forfakes the rivers proud domains ; 
Forfakes the fun's unwelcome gleam. 
To lurk within this humble flream ; 

And fure I hear the Naiad fay, 

_ • • * 

•' Flow, flow, my ftream, this devious way | 
** Tho' lovely foft thy murmurs are, 
** Thy waters, lovely, cool and fair 5 

" Flow, gentle^flrcani, nor let the vain 
** Thy fmall unfully'd flores diiHain ; 
•* Nor let the penflve fage repine, 
" Whofc latent courfe refembles thine." 



Notwithftanding this feat- is at fo tri- 
fling a diftande from the laft,' the diverfity 
is admirable-, itioofo rather dowi> the 
grove, tho' the cafcade on the left is ftill 
feen to great . advantage ; , the briflt. flow- 
ing rivulet chants itsformy and^ rambles 

-in 



I 
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in carelcfs beauty along the flowery bot- 
tom to the calm lake, juft perceptible 
among the fpreading arms of the trees, 
which grace and dignify the fwellipg 
banks of. the delicious vale ; the drop- 
ping fountain is entirely excluded, as well 
as the arch of the bridge : fo happily did 
the defigner in every refpeft vary, dif- 
pofe, and give beauty to every thing he 
undertook. 

The path from hence abruptly turns 
along the fteep fides, to a feat under a 
tree, which looks up the grove, and fine- 
ly takes in the different mazes and falls 
of the rlU. A little below appears the 
arch, which having paffed, a gloomy 
walk leads to a root-houfe in a fequeftered 
corner, where the following lines appear 
fo happily adapted to the place. 

Here in cool grot and mofly cell. 
We rural Fays and Fairies dwell ; 
J Tho* rarely feen by mortal eye. 
When the pale moon, afccndbg high, 

Dar^ 



C '57 ) 

• - • 

l3Art8 through yan Ijaies' her quivering beains^. 
We frbkitaear thefccr}'ftalftream8. 

Her beams refied^ed from the wave. 
Afford the light our revqls- crave j 
The tui-f with xialfies. broidei *d o'er^ 
Exceeds we wot the Parian floor ; 
Nor yet for artful, ikains we call. 
But li^a to the waters falU 

Would you then taAc our tranauil fixne^ 

Be fvireyourbofoinsbe ferene ; 

Devoid of hate, devoid of ft rife, 

DevG^ of all tiiat poifons life ; 

And much it ^vails you in their place. 

To- graft the love of huraamface* * 

And tread-with awe thcfe hroMfA towVs, 
Nor Wound the fiirubB, oor bru^e the fldwV»| 
So maiy your path, ;wich fweet^ abound 1 
So may your couch^with reft be crowa'd ! 
But harm betide the wayward Twain, 
Who dares our hallow'd haunts profane. 



.. From this rural, ccU, the walk wtadsi 
b^ck again to the dropping fountain,, 
which is whimfical and pretty \ and a lit- 

F tic 
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ttc farther^ in a ihady fpot, where a tbou-^ 
fand natural flowers grace thc^dappkd far- 
pet, is a bench with this infcrlption : 

Sweet Naiady in this^ry (tal wave 
Thy t>eauttou8 limb» lirith freedom lave f^ " 
By firiendlyihadej 6ncbmpa£sM, fly . 
The rude approach of vulgar eye ; 
Yet grant the courte6u8 and the kind. 
To trace thy foot ftepsunconfihM ; 
And grant the fwain thy charms to fee , 
Who ferm'd thefe friendly (hades for thed 

* R, DoDSLEt. 



The whole of the grove from this in- 
viting feat is full of fcenery ; the trees 
\vbich rife on the oppofite fteep idcclivity, 
from the margin of the placid brook, 
which here appears unbroken with a fall, 
are dropped in the moft agreeable fimpli- 
city and coiifufion ; and though the great 
cafcade is fecludcd by the projcding 
banks, its roaring diftindly marks its vi- 
cinity, and fooths the ear, while the de- 
lighted eye jambks with the fmooth glid- 
ing 
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ing current, twining among the tall trees, 
"and fpindling underwood— or fattens up^ 
on other beauties which every way croud 
into the view. ' 

From hence the path takes a folitary 
turn to the roaring cafcade, plunging down 
the rock, in bold luxuriance, near which 
is a chalybeate fpring ; and on a fquare 
ftone over ic, is 

FON,S FERRUGINEUS 

DIVA CLVM iSECESSV ISTO 

FRUI CONS EDIT 

SALAITL S. 

That is^ 

The chalybeate fpring. 
Sacred to the God4ers of Heaick 
« In this Retefs* 

An<J upCMi the bank^ which rifes ileeply 
{torn hence, appears another feat on the 
back of the cafcade, which lo<^s over a 

F z - crj ftal 
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€ryftal poml, fringed with bvifhea.aad 
trees, into the green, rifing fiejcte ab^v^ c. 
this bench is thus , infer ibed, 

* * • 

Claudite jam rivos pueri fat prati biberunt. 

Thatis^ 

Wartok. 

The fecsne ncwr changes tcr air open 
li^vn^ ' wh^c the ^th waves ¥rp 't© -ihc 
houfe and ihrubbciy^ laid crar in tafte, 
and agreeably' bulbed by cliimps of ever- 
greens and flowering flbrubs ; a fmalll^wji 
in the midft, has a ftahie of Vehus, well 
executed, and the pedcftal gives us thcfe 
beautiful lilies : 

** Semi cdu^a Vci>U8.*^ 

• • ••- * . «. ^ 

To Venus, Venus hfere fctir'd, 

My fober vows \ pay : • ' , ^ 

Not heron Kaphian plains ado ir'tl, . . 

^^ The bold, tbe^j)crt> the gay, ' 

Not 
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Kot her whofe amorous leer prcTail'cl 
To^Hbe the Phrygian boy ; 

Not her w^ho clad in armour, failed 
To favedifaftVous Troy. 



Freih rifing from the foamy tide. 

She every bofom warms : 
"While half withdrawn (he feems to hlde^ 

And half reveah her cliarms. 



Learn hence ye boaftful font^Gf tafte. 

Who plan the rural ihade ; 
Learii h^nce to fhun t^e riciou^walle 

Of ]pompi at large difplay'd.' ** 



i^etcoy rderre withcoft unite^ 
To grace your w^ood or field | 

Koray obtrufive pan the fight» 
In aught you pabt or build. 



And far be driven the fumptuoui glare 
Of gold, from Britiib groves ; 

And far the roeretriciout air, . 
Of China's vain alcavc$% 



^i. 



Tis baiBW beamy t^gr rwiflBf, ^ 

Themp^coexciye cliskisi ; 
rri» (he thiit fonteneigii r|{fe doqlin^i^ 
Who bcft defcrvcs. to reign* 



The houfe 'ftands remtrrkfirtj^ty pJeafanr 
on the brow di this Gldightful'Iiawn, which 
fprcads itfelf iato. the groves, and boldly 
fvveeps in the front, down the valley, 
where Hales Owea makes a very agreea- 
t)le appcarabc^; ^anH the t?bfnt-hiMs aiWays 
beautiful, with numberfefs other obj^ds, 
make it th^ nioft^loveiy. (kuatioi) imag^w 
nable* 

The gloty of the Leaftwres chiefly con- 
fills In \\% fiirtplicrty V andchis is pre'ftrrv- 
ed in fuch purity, that' every trace of art 
is totally hid from the moft difcerning eye. 
Mr. Shenlt^ise <a^way9 /imj^icitiy ^^^KihAeVed 
to Nature ; a marn of 'his nicejtsrdjgment 
«nd tafte could never deviate froih that 
leading principle \ he was fenfibie if he 

did. 
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cHd, .dmt the liiotdeft :dejB^ mxi^ ^I>t- 
come contemptible -, and perhaps h ntdy 
be omng to this, that he never chofe to 
introduce a tree, but what was vernacu- 
■ l a r t o thg pl a ce, Indged, - when we con 
.fiderjihe Leafowes ,as a F^rn^onk,^. it 

» . . . » i 

.wpul^ be. taking tpo great ^ Jihexty, H> 

trees, whiclv (tfliof* fH*« here) we a rcdl o*»- 
nament to a garden : — it would entirely 
ruin the iitfentiori, ipoif the w^ole of its 
JBmplkitYjj^and cafta eJoomy Ibade^o'er 
all Its bcaiAtie^ ' The rofe^ thealti^, or 
the hypericunft, JwMch jfo fw^tiyj bsdome 
a (hrut>beiY,' -would difgfaiste «hi^ fthple 
baiiU^df tlid Leaf6we^$ i ; a pJdin^^c^^^flip, 
a primrol^^ qr a T^ingciip, iii thole f ecefles, 
IS infinity, beyoad >(;he tulip, th^ cirna- 
tion, or the aiiricuk j in (hbit> ' tbife de- ' 
lightful fcenes w\Yi'tiCV(iffi^'i^^'^/tpja' 
tation, 10 16rig' as no'rtide naifdattcippts 
to deform them, by introduciijg a oaore. 
elegant drefe, 4S they' may call it, tiian 

' . ^hat 
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tliatplain, fimple one, Mr. Sfacnftone* 
Icftitinw 

Where- 



^tm^^ai^mtmmmmmmmmmmmm^mmmmmtmmm^ 



*This Grentleman died m the year 1763, and 
liet interred in Hales Owen church-yard. A very 
Kandfome urn it placed in the weft end of tb|^ 
church to hb memorys thus iafcrihed s 

EPITAPH. 

Whoe'er thou art, with reverence treai 
Thefe facred manfions of thedead-^ 
Not that the monumental buft 
Or fumptuous tomb bejlh guards the daft 
Of rich or great : (Let wealth, rank, births 
Sleep undiftingui(6*d in the earth 1) " 
This fimple urn records a name 
That (bines with more exalted fame* 
Reader ! if genius, tafte refin'd^ 
A native elegance of mind : 
If virtue, fcience, manly fenfe | 
If wit, that never gave offence ; 
The cleared head, the tendereft heart. - 
In thy efteem e'er ckumM a part ; 
Ah • fmite thy breaft, and drop a tear, 
for, knowi tbt Shenftone's duft lia here 



- ^"faer^ver Nature dffers fi^ a" giy^'<^* 
verfity as fuproundd A'is cobtrtryV /it il^^a 
temptation, for every refident gentleman 
to adorn hb habitation, and lay it open to 
the beauties of the profpedt. Mafiy of 
thefe are fcen from the brow of every hill 
in the ride from hence to Hagley, which 
is^exceedingly pleafant and agreeable 5 the 
country never lofes its bold appearance ; 
hill and valley fucceed each other, every 
where rich, and fo happily cultivated, that 
not a fpotis fcen but fmiles by the hand 
of iriduftry in the gayeft verdure ; even 
the lofty fummit of Clent is drefled in the 
fame vivid robe, aifid gives fuftenance to 
thofc herds of flieep, which are cojiftantly 
feen browfing along its ample fides. 

• ^ "tht d^lighicfolhillwhich looks upon the 
Witchberry plantations, the noble obelifk, 
the Grecian temple, and the endlefs ex- 
panfe beyond,, is truly great i but to 
the glory of the fcene, on the declivity 

fweepiiig 
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fwccping down the oppQfite fide, ^]^^ 
the loftj woods^ ^nd iM/m of ^ ' 



I 
I 



HAG LET, 



( fitr ) 



/ . I 



H A G L E Y. 

THIS cekbrated park is Atuated on tho 
horth'Weft fide of the Cfcnt^ hills, 
land. * ranges down to the road leading to 
Bromfgrovc an4 Stourbridge in Wor<xC" 
terlhire. An eafy winding avenue of 
fpreading linies, and other, trees, leads, 
for a confiderable diftance, to the noble 
manfion ; which . at length burfts upon 
the ftranger, in all its glory : grandeur, 
in this modern pile, is fupported by 
fimplicity; a proof that true elegance 
needs not the aid of fuperfluous orna* 
ment. 

The rooms are happily difpofed, and 
adorned witli rich cieling-pieces ai^d cor- 
nices i the paintings, ^uinerous and well 
chofen,*in many of which Vandyke,, and/ 
otlier capital mafters, fliew their inimita* 
ble pencils ; . the whole is furnilhed with 

great tafte and judgment, every way be- 
: coming 



k 






coming the well known charadtcr of thc^ 
noBle poffelTor. , \ 



• ^ ^ * 



v.Tbe entrance u^a th'is^ princely habita- * 
tvon i$ up a gratid ffight of ftcps, where, 
in theHally the lovers of fewlpture • will '- 
fiiida pfeaiing amufement^ 

Over the Chinaney-pkce in ftucc^, 

' Pan courting Dianai, with the offering 
of a fleece of goat's hair, after a pidlure 
of Carlo Maratti ; by Vapili. 

MedaBions, and other ornaments ; by 
the fetne; 

Stone work of the chimney; by Ldvell. 

Statues in Seaglione, copied at Florence 
fforh the antique in the Great Duke's 
gallery* 

- Six aritiqu«}>x^fls, and two by Rilback, 
Vig. th'e fieads of Rubens .and Vandyke :' 
—that onltfce right hand from the door, 

Tieixt to l%r<?ury, is Vandyke. 

• - •• •«» ^ 

''{■•■- • - ' 

SALOON. 
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S A L O O N, 

On each fide the door from the halK 

'Hay, lord Clrlifle, full length; by 
Vandyke. 

Couutefs of Portland ^ by the fame* 

'» • 

Next the Cfiinwiey- 

Tke ^artiage of Ne|)tiine and Cybele^ 
An emblematical pifture of the mix- 
ture of earth 4nd' water, prod^icing ,plen« 
ty. — The human figures are by Rubens, 

Over the Chimney^ . 
The royal family of Charles the Pirft % 
by Vandy ke. 

Over the I>ow« 



' • « • 



Charles the Firft 5 by old Stone. And 
over the oj^iofite door .hi$'qtMM.-H[t is 
doubtfgl whether this be an original by 
Vandyke, or a copy by Jervife, : at the 
iaie of whofe pi&ures it was 4)o\ig^u 

-^ G Oppofite 
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Oppofite the Chimney. 

Venus reconciled" to Pfyche; by Titian. 
Next to that Jacob and his family jour- 
neying ; by Giacomo Baflano. 

DRAWING ROOM. 

Cieling j by Cipriani. 

Flora fcattering, flowers, with zephyrs 
about her in the air. 

' At the four corners, the feafonS' repre* 
feiTted by Cupids. 

Over the Chininey. 

Lord Bath ; by Ramfey. 
Lord Cobham, and lord Cheflerfield -, 
by Vanlo : — That on the right is lord 

Cobham, 

Over the door next the windows. 

Mr. H. Pdham v by Shakelcon. ^ 
Lord Hard'wicke. ; by Ramfey.. 

GAL' 
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GALLERY. 

On each fide looking into the park. 

The princefs of Orange, mother to 
king William ; by Gerrard Huntorft. 

Sir Thoinas Cliff mi, afterwards lord 
trcafurer ^ by old Stone. 

On each fije of the fouth windows. 

Oliver Cromwell, with Sir Peter Tem- 
ple ; a copy by jerviie, from the original 
in the Rich family, into which his daugh- 
ter married. 

Lady Barryhiore with her pagej by Lely. 

Over the door from the drawing room. 

The countefs of Bedford ; by Vandyke. 

On the right hand of this, Sir Chrifto- 

pher Minnes, an admiral, killed in one of 

the putch wars j by Zoeft, a Dutch 
painter. 

On the. left hand Mifs Erown, filler to 
Sir George Brown -, by Lely. 

G 2 Next 
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Nex'C toMife Bi'own^ thedukeof Moi> 
mouth i by litly. 

Next to this, tke countcfs of Su(!ulk ^ 
hy the fame. 

Ovct the ChimtTcy. 

A virgin and child — It is doubted 
whether this be an original, or a copy 
from. Vandyke,, by old Stone. 

On the left of the chimney, the countefs 
of Southeflce, and lord Exounkerj by 
Lely. 

Next to lord Brounker, oa the other 
fide of the pillar, the countefs of Exeter ^ 
by Vandyke^ 

Over the door into the Parlour. 

Mifs Stuart, afterwards duchefs of 
RichnK)ad v by Lely, or GreeiihiU, Ldy'^ 
beftfcholar. ; 

Next CO this^ (it WUtiam Fairfa* \ by 
old Stme. ... 

Oa 
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Qq t£c right band of the weft window 
looking into the country. 

* Lady Lyttelton, daughter of Sir W- 
Fairfax, and firft wife to fir Charles Lyt- 
telton y by Leiy.. 

On the left hand; fir Charles Lyttelton^ 
grandfather to lord LyttcUon v, by Rile}%- 

Oppofitc to the door into the pariour. 

The duchefs of Buckingham^ daugh- 
ter to lord Fairfax •, By Vandyke. 
Kext* to her, John Lyttelton, grand- 
* father to fir Charles j, by Zuccaro. 

« 

PA R L O U R. 
Over the Chimney ,. 

* 

Lord keeper Lyttelton ; by Wright; 
. On the right hand of this, adhiirar 
Weft; on the left, admiral Smith ; both. 
by Wilfom 

Over the doort)n that fide of the room,. 

Dr. Charlte Lyttelton, bifbop of Carlifle y 

by Ramfcy. 

G^ 3: Mifs. 
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Mils Mary Temple, afcerwaats lady 
MolcAvorth j by Kncller. 

Over the door next to the windows, 
fir Thomas Lyttelton, Bart, fon to fir 
Charles J by Wilfon. 
. His mother -, by Dale, a bad likenefs* 

Oppofice to the beaufef , a full length 
of judge Lyttelton, author of the book of 
'^l enures, commented upon by lord Coke. 
This was copied from a pidture in th^ 
middle Temple Hall, taken from a paint- 
ed glafs in tl>e window of Frankley 
church. 

On each fide of. this, Mr. William 
Lyttelton, governor of Jamaica, &c. by 
Wilfon : and Mifs Hefl:er Lyttelton, af- 
terwards Mps. Fitzmaurice; by Robinfon. 

Under thefe two, Landfcapes -by Zwc- 
card II 

Oppofite to Mr. William Lytteltont 
fir Richard Lyttelton, knight of the bath,. 
&c. by Pompeo Battoni. 

Under this, a landfcape, taking in a 
part of a villa near Rome, where Paflor 

Fido 
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Fido was firft aftcd, by Wilfon ; w£o 
drew the pifture of fir Thomas Lyttelton, 
and the two admirals-^differcnt from the 
Wilfon who drew that of governar Lyt- 
telton. 

LIBRARY. 

- Orcr the Chimney* 

Pope, with his dog iJoaacej by^RicK- 

..ardfon^ 

Over the door from the hall. 
• • • • ... « 

Gilbert Weft, Elqi painter' unknowft. 



/ « 



Owtx the oppbfite* door* 
Thomfon •> by Ackman, ' 

. The marble bufts of. Milton,. JShak'w 
. fp?are, Spencer, ancf Drydcn, we;>p mSdf 
by Sheenmaker, and left by Mr. Pope at 
hi$ death to Lord Lyttefton* 

DRESSlNa 
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DfiESSING ROOM, next to the library*. 

Over the Chimney^ * 

Mr. Henry Lyttelton, fon toffr Charlfes,, 
when a child j by GreenhilL 

. Next to thd Chimney*. 

Upper pi^re, William* prince of: 
Orange^ the founder of the Dutch com^ 
,xnoa I by Mircvelt*. 

- Under pi&ure, fir Alexander T^mpl^^ 
by Cornelius Johnfon. 

Over the doorinto the Wd'-chamberi 

The queen of Bohemia, by Johnfon. 

Next to her on the right fi4e of the^ 
window : upper piAure, fir Robert Stain- 
more ; by Gerrard HuntorA. 

Under pifture, lady Crumpton, wife 
ef fir Thomas Crumpton 5 by Cornelius 
Johnfon^ 

On the Xaft fide of the windows. 
Upper picture,, prince Maurice, when 
young i by Dobfon* Under 
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Under pi6lare» lady Paget, mothcF to 
lady Crumptoiii by Cornelius JohnOn* 

Next to prince Maurice, on the fide of 
the window^ oppofite to the chimney. 

Upper pifture, Ferdinando LyttcUon^ 
brother to fir Charles j by Zoeft. 

Under pi6biife, Meriel, daughter 

to fir Thomas Bromley, lord high chan- 
cellor of England, and wife to John Lyt- 
' telton, fir Charles's grandfatKer;* by C» 
Johnfon. 

On the other fide of the window^ 
Upper piAure, iir Edwaid Carew; by 

old Stone. 

Under, .pidure, fir Thomas Vercj by. 

Rubens's maften 

Over the do6r from the library. 

Sir John Lyttelton^ ann. dom. 1557;. 
by Zuccaro. 

On each fide of him, fir Thomas Lyt- 
telton, kfiight and bart. father to €r 

* Charles I 
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Charles; 1by Van Somer.-=-And his wife, 
the daughter of fir Thomas Crumpton; 
by Cornelius Johnfon. 

Under thcfe, a laildfcape by Wotton ; 
and a fea-piece by Charles W. Bamfylde, 
Efq. 

SCARLET BED ^CHAMBER. 

Over the Chimney. 

The* dutchefe of Portfmouth, painteci 
after the death of Charles the lid-, by Le- 
Fevre, a French painter. . 

t 

ft 

Over t^e two doors.' 

Lord Lyttelton J by Reynolds. 
Lucy, his firft wife; by Williams— a 
bad likenefs. 

GREEN BED CHAMBER. 

♦ ■ r 

Over the Chimney. 

• • f ' 9 • 

A dead Chrift, and the. three Maries; 
by Vandyke. 

On 
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On the fide of the chimney, next the bed. 

Yachts at fea; by Stork, matter of 
Vandervelt. 

A lady unknown; by Lely. 
A landfcape; by old Greffierj being a 
view of the Rhine. 

* 

Over th? door into thpdrefling room. 
A view of the rocks atPcrsfield. 

. Over the; door oppofite the window. 
, A' view of Tintern Abbey, near that 
place. 

r 

. Over the door next the chimney. 

A view of a part of Milford Haven by 
moon light. 

DRESSING ROOM next to die Saloon. 

On the fi^e next to the bed chamber. 

A lady unknown ; by hclf^ 
A landfcape J by WoQton. 

' A land- 
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. A landfcapc on the fame fubjcft as tlic 
Arcadia of Nicholas Poupicr, but diffe- 
rently treated ; by Cipriani. 

Pompey's head brought to Cefar*; by 
Df . Wall, a learned phyfician^ and a Idf- 
taught painter. 

Oppofite to the window* 

Upper pifturcs : fir Henry Lyttclton, 
brother to fir Charles ; by Grcenhill. 

His firft wife, daughter of Thomas Ca- 
ry, fecondfon of Robert, earl of Monmouth. 

Under pidures : an ako relievo on a 
ruin in die Boi^htfe gardens at Rome % 
by Viviano. 

A battle piece by Wikc. 

The triumph of Bacchus, a drawing i 
by Cipriani. 

Over the Chimney** 

A boy, in the charaftcr of a young 
Baccl)us i by Dobfon* 

David 
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David with the head of Goliah; copied 
from Guido, by Jorden of Antwerp. 
* A Dutch market-woman, with a hen ; 
by Blocknart. 

A lady uQkrfown -, by Gei'^rd Hunthurft- 
Miniatures ; by Peter Oliver Cooper, 
and others. 

Over' the doors. 

King Charles the lid. by a painter ua* 
knmvn. 

His Queen ; by Houfeman. ., 

. . . < . 

NcM" the door iato the falootu 

r 

A perfpedive of a church ; by a paifl- 
ter unknown^ 

A Dutch' bagpiper, and company; by 
Brughall. 

A drawing •, by . Bamfield, Efq. 

This ndbkhoufe ftands upon an eafy 
rteng fpot," in the m'ldft' of a capacious 
lawn,, on the north of ""Which (rather con- 
fined) are the offices, vlflage, and kitchen 

H garden > 
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garden ; all very judicioufly covered by a 
flirubbery, elegant and pleafing, mixed 
with fine ever-greens and large fpreading 
I'mes : this totally excludes every objcdt 
Which would offend the eye, from every 
point of view, throughout the whole of 
this lovely park. 

The garden front of the houfe exhibits 
a profpeft {o amazingly rich, that the eye 
of every fpedafor is raviihed with its ap- 
pearance. Immediately oppofite, at a con- 
fiderable diftance, on the brow of a lawn> 
inexpr^iiibly beautiful, flands a light co- 
lumn^ backed by a noble grove, which 
fails upon the rightj and feemingly con- 
nefts itfelf with tlie trees that envelope 
the church. Large fihgle oaks, and others 
in groupes from hence, grace the lawn, 
whith now again extends itfelf in ample 
fwells to the noble ^ood, which fringes the 
outfide of the park on that fide, yet afibrd$ 
an amufing view, aver :the talleft heads, 
to a part of the Clent hills, bold, high, 
and pidturefque. On 
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On the left of the column, the ^rove 
ft?als down. the Jcfceiit, juft fiir enough 
to make k ftand in the mid:l of acrcf- 
cent; while another fmall grove, relieved 
from th<^ body of the wood, lets io, on the 
higher eitremtty of the hill, a clump, of 
Scotch firs : the lawn then falls, forms a 
rich vale, and again fvveep* Up the ffately 
hill of Witchberry* Though thi^ fiae 
ground is not within the pak.of the park, 
its contiguity (being only feparatcd from 
the great road which is entifely fecluded) 
gives it the fame appe^r^uce, and is ipti - 
mately conneded with the t>eauties pf the 
reft. Thefe grounds are adorned in the 
moft lively taftc imaginable. -Upon the 
Jfirft brow appears the noble portico pf the 
Temple of Thefeus, backed by a deep, 
dark plantation of firs ; running down to 
tlic foot of the hiH, affording it the 
finefl: grace. On the left of this, on a yet 
higher fwcU, proudly ftands the obelilk, 
rearing its ample head «, and behind that a 

H 2 venerable 
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venerable grove of old oaks ftretches 
down into the vale below, and confines 
the charming profped. 

Leaving the houfe, the firft objeft wor- 
thy of obfervation, is, 

The parish CHURCH; 

A fmall Gothic buildingj entirely fur- 
rounded by trees, and its tower thickly 
covered with ivy : the infide is exceedingly- 
neat, and the chancel windows are richly 
adorned with ftained glafs : this is a mo- 
dern produftion, but whether equal to the 
an tient method, whofe beauty yet appears 
unfullied in moft of the cathedrals, tiine 
will beft difcover. Here are Several mo- 
numents, among which, that eredted to 
the memory of Lucinda Lyttelton, my 
lord's firft lady, claims our notice, by its 
infcription being wrote by his Lordfliip's 
own pencil. 

Made 
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Made ro engage all hearts and charm all eyes, 
Meek, tho' magnanimous ; tbo' witty, wife ; 
Polite, as ihe in courts bad ever b<;en. 
Yet good, as (be the world had never feen. 
The noble fire of an exalted mind, 
With gentleft female tendernefs combin'd ; 
Her fpcech was the melodious voice of Jove ; 
Her fong the warbling of the vernal grove ; 
Her eloquence was Tweeter than her fong. 
Soft as her heart, and as her reafbn flrong* 
Her form, each beauty of her mind expreft ; 
Her mind was virtue by the graces dreH. 

From the cburch, a narrow path, by 
the fide of a fmall pebbly chirping rill, 
leads along the lawn, to a rude, folitary 
hollow, feemingly marked fo by fome vio- 
lent, cpncuflion of nature. The abrupt, 
fteep, and hanging banks, devoid of ver,- 
dure, large rocky (tones, as if rent from 
the bowels of the earth, and the naked 
roots of old trees, promifcuous, tottering^ 
hollow, impending, and tho dalhlng caf- 
cade among maffy ftones and burnt cin- 
ders, ftrike the mind, and add to the wild- 
nefs of the fcene, 

H 3 This 
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This place, though perhaps but curia* 
riljr attended to, is capital ;— and no one 
part of the park Ihews a ftronger exertion 
of genius^ This the attentive fpedator 
will acknowledge, when, after cUmbbg a 
bank of a few yards, he finds himfelf, in 
an iriftant, tranfported from gloom and 
melancholy, into the rofeate bowers of 
paradife* Adventitious fcenes are always 
delightful, and more fo where they arc 
introduced to give a ftriking contrafl: : 
here it 4s ftrongty marked,, and plainly in- 
dicates the intention of the preceding 
rough, uncultivated -recefe : the defign has 
itsdefiredeffeft, the lovely view from the 
Palladian bridge above is rendered na®re 
delegable. 

Tm A L C O V E, 

which this bridge fupports, is a chearful^ 
light building, modelled by the hand of 
fancy, and has this infcriptipn : 



■»-*" 



Viri- 



Ju. 
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'Viridantia Tcmpc, 



Tempe, qu£ fylvx cingunt Aiper-impendeftC^ 

That is. 

Delightful vales! with conftant verdure crowmM, 
Where ilow the rills, and fhading trees furround. 

With what attention and pleafure does 
4hc fpcftator lodk from this happy feat, 
•up the enchanting vifta, to the terminat- 
ing rotunda ! what does he not even fteij 
,when he fees the playing cafcade gufli 
rfrom the moily rock, in difiarent falU, 
down the erobofomcd vale; when he 
jxurl^s the ftately.fpireadingi trees, on the 
impending batiks, bend their JuxuriaiH: 
«rms to kifs the undulating ftream;;—— - 
while the melody of : the thrulb, the black- 
bird, and a. thoufattd different warblers, 
give their wild note^ to make it flill more 
delightful ! ~ he (lands in rapture, he 
gazes, ,conteB:\plates, and, with reluftance, 
quits the elyfian fceae. 

Keep- 
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Keeping the left hand of the water, by 
the hanging fides of the verdant fliady 
banks, a portico, on the fummit of an 
opening lawn, embofomed by firs, and 
deeply wooded on either fide, is remarka- 
bly attra&ive. A fmall wicket now leads 
into the environs of * 

The G R O T T O, 

through a gloomy fequcftered range of 
trees, thick Tct with various forts, decidi-i. 
ous and everp/ecn. The firft bench un- 
der a /hady oak, of furprizingmagiiicude, 
gi^es the moft agreeable idea of this fwect 
recefs ; the llecp, abrupt banks, covered 
'with mufs^ (hrubs, and fimple flowers, have 
a very pleafing efied, and is introduced 
with great judgment. Bare earth is never 
feen to ariy advantage, but in rude, uncul- 
tivated fcenes, and as it is impofiible for 
grafs to flourifii in places where the fun 
can fcarce ever throw its beams^ mofs is 
the only carpet, and is always lively iivthc 
molt gloomy receflfcs. 

The 
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The path from hence fteals into the bo- 
fom of this rural folitude, where feveral 
gfotefque ftone alcoves, or feats, covered 
with mofs, and furrounded by clumps of 
laurels, make a lively appearance. In one 
of thefe appear the following lines : 



, — ^^—Ego laudo ruris fmse»i, 

Rivos et mufpo circumlita faxa nemufque. 

That is, 

I joy to fit, where dbreams meand'ring rove 
O'er plains, and mofs -grown rocks, and thro'the grove. 

Anon. 

The fineft defcription would but wrong 
the enchanting be.auties of this delicious 
retreat. — Though greatly indebted to art, 
it is moft happily hid : Nature, in this 
blifsful abode, lives in all her gay fimpli- 
city ; and it is here, and indeed in every 
place, where the noble defigner fhews the 
Hrength of his tafte and judgment. 

How fweetly ftands on oac hand, in a 
grotesque niche^ the naked, iponfcious 

Venus, 
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Venus, as emerging from the water ! 
while tufted mounts of fhrubs, and mel- 
lifluous flowers, deck the mofs-grown 
banks on the other! — the gulhing caf-. 
cade too, from the oppofite rock, rudely 
decorated with large glafly cinders, and 
huge ft(»ies, edged, and darkened by the 
hanging branches of large foreft trees, 
ftrikethe mind with unfpcakablepleafure-, 
while the trickling current, taught to me- 
ander in little falls, lofcs itfelf . among the 
laurels of the enchanting yale. — Here, 
methinks, the villain .would forget his 
murderous intentions, .^nd, every paflion, 
which diflurbs thehuma^breafl, be lullAl 
into a peaceful flumber. . 



Wherever art becomes eflentialin the 
forming of a romantic fcehe, the great ob- 
jeft is to hide that art in the' arms of na- 
ture ; .and here, except in the feats, which 
never can be totally excluded, every 
thing appears as Ample and artlefs as the 
imagination can wifli for ^ this flicws aa 

evident 
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evident neceflity of good fenfe and taftc, 
being linked together, where fuch icencs 
as thefe are chiefly to rife by the hand of 
art. — One cannot leave this fweet habita- 
tion of the fylvan deities without regret, 
the mind imbibes fuch a plealing ferenity 
from the contemplation of its beauties, 
that one is ready to wiih to be fixed withiii 
its peaceful bounds for life, far from the 
noify buftleof diflipation, and endlefs folly* 

Evergreens are fo beautiful, and give 
fuch importaocc, as well to the lofty hill, . 
as to the deep rccefs, that ihey never can 
be too much admired. I remcniber I was 
bnce in this lovely grot, fo happily diliUn- 
guifhed by them, , in one of t!ie winter 
months, and fousd its appearance then 
equally as ravlihing as in the fummer. . 
The jnomiai^ was perfeftly charming ; 
the fun, unobftrudtcd by a cloud, Ihone in 
the,gayeft luftrej the wind rufHed not a. 
ipray ; all was huflied ferene : ihe foliage 
of the furrounding laurels, Imihng in the 

live 
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lirelieft verdure^ intermixing, iand ovcr- 
afched, by the leaflefs arms of the ftately 
grove, luxuriantly powdered by the hoar 
ffofl*, made it, with the ificles hanging in 
athoufand grotcfque forms, from the intcr- 
ftkes of the mols -grown rocks, inexpref- 
fibly delightful. — To render the fcene ftill 
more enchanting, a lonely red-breaft (not 
uncommon) wacbled his^ winter note in atl 
the gaiety of the fpring* ^ 

From a bench, under another ma- 
j^ftic oak, after rifihg the declivity of this 
embofomed recefs, an openiitg difcovers 
a portico, fupported by rgflic pillars, on 
a fteep afcent, furroundfed by^the nobleft 
grove in the park ; and tllD purfijing the 
v^indlng path, under thefiiajde of fpacious 
tf^es, interfpeffed with a' multitude of 
frtiallei* ones, an urnftiews itfelf on a bank 
within rhebofoq;! of the vale, looking down 
a^j'tecfe of Watef, uijbpunded every way by 
th^' woods dedicated * 



<^ 



To 
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To the Memory of 
WILLIAM SHENSTONfi, £\j 

In whofe verfcs 
Wbre all the natural gtaces. 

And in whofe manners 
Was all the*amiable fimplicit/ 

Of palleral poetry. 

With the IWeet tcndcrncft 

Of th&elegiac. 

Turning from hertc^ to the left^ on the 
lidcs of a deep glen full of coppice crees^ 
and others, the Rotunda appears to great 
advantage^ upon a brow furrounded by 
lawn, and tall trees, dropped irregular, 
iin^,, or in groispes ; and this beautiful 
objed in. the n^dfl has a charming efie6t» 
T'he^ rural walk Hill leads along the fliady 
fide$ of the ibliiary dell, and upon the 
back of a feat, under the branches of a 
noble oak, arc thefe lines : 

Inter cun<SbiIogei, etprecun£laberedo6los, 
Q^a ratione queas traducere leniter sevum, 
Quid rainuat cUras, quid te tiU reddat amicum. 
Quid pure tranquilkt, honos, an dulce lucdium ' 
A&fecretumtier,. et £aUeads.ieiniuVil»* 

I That 
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ft • 

That is, 

Confult the wifdom of eadi page^ 
Enquire of every fcienc'd fagc. 
How you may glide with gentle eaTCf 
Adown the currcjnt of your days : 
What may the force of care fufpeod. 
And make you to yourfelf a friend ; 
Whether the tranquil mind and pure. 
Honours, or wealth, our blifs fecure ; 
Or down througli life unknown to firay. 
Where lonely leads the £lent way. 



Tlie path now croffes the deep glen; 
and leads to the favourite fpot of one of 
the greateft of gcniufcs, and firft of Eng* 
liih poets. It is a chearful, copious^ ir- 
regular lawn, furrounded entirely by rich 
hanging woods, Mr. Pope, who had the 
honor of an intimate acquaintance with 
his Lordlhip, was always delighted with 
the. fituation of this quiet and fequeftered 
rccefs : he ufed to call it his favourite 
ground^ jsLsid it is here his nohle friend 

has 
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bas ereflcd an urn, as a monument to his 
memory, with this infcription : 

ALEXANDRO POPE,. 

Poetarum Anglicanorum 

Elegantiilimo Dulciiiiflimbque 

Vidorum Caftigatori Accerrimo 

Sapicntiae DcxSiori Suaviffimo 

Sacra Efio. 

Ann. Dotn. 1744* 

That is. 

Sacred to tfcc memory * 

Of ALEXANDER POPE. 

The mofl elegant and harmonious 

Of Englifh Poets ; 

The fevereft fatyrift of vice. 

And the moltagreeable teacher of wifdom, 

Antu Pom. 1744. 

< 

From this charming recefs, the af^ent 
becomes bold and ftcep, but not difagree- 
ably fo ; winding among the ftately trccs^ 
where the bufy rook, in fecurity, caws hi# 
rural note; a ruin difplays itfelf in great 
beauty, and the Clent hills, rearing their 

I a fir-decked 
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fir-decked heads above, crown the ftrlking 
landicape. 

Upon tte: firft fight of 

th« ruin. 

One cannot help being ftruck with its ap^ 
pcarance, and lament that the moulder- 
ing power of 'time Ihould thus wantonly 
deftroy it. But on a nearer approach up 
the fteep hill, we find it a ufeful modern 
ftrudture, built for a keeper's lodge, and 
fo difpofed, as to make it a capital objed: 
from the feveral feats in the park, calcU" 
lated in fome meafure to let it in. 

This venerable pile is very judlcioufly 
fituated on a bold eminence, and com- 
mands, particularly from the top of one 
of the turrets which is left intire, a noble 
and unbounded profped:. To keep the 
defign in its purity, the mafly donee which 
have tumbled from the ruinous waHs, arc 
Offered to lie ^bout the. cUfierent parts of 

the 
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the building in the moft neglefted confu-' 
fioii : this agreeably preferves its intention 
as a ruin, and the climbing ivy which al- 
ready begins to embrace the walls with its 
gloomy arms^ will foon throw a deeper fo* 
iemnity over the whole, and make it carry 
the flrongeftfacc of antiquity. 

it is feldom that the park beyond this 
place is vifited ; though there is a very 
handibme gothic feat near the extremity, 
from which a delightful profpetft is col- 
-lefted from the woods, the ruin, and the 
diftant country. The attention of. the 
ipe^lator is rather taken up with the fight 
of the Clent hills, which here rife majefti- 
cally before him^ and though rather dif- 
ficult to climb, it is feldom but curiofity 
prevails, and he is amply repaid, by the 
amazing expanfc and variety of the dif- 
tant objedts which every way furround 
him. In a thin atmofphere, the. black 
mountains, and the round hill near Rad- 
nor in Wales, arc diftin6Wy vifible, tho* at 

I 3 leaft 
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kaftfixty or feventy miks diftant. Mai* 
Vem hills, the Wrckin, and other moun* 
tains, Ikirt the horizon ; while towns, vil- 
lages, and ^ntlemcn's feats, deck the rkh 
vallies, which fpread thcmfelves to an a- 
xnazing diftance» 

From the ruin, a bold and ipacious 
lawn, in fome places covered witli fern,, 
precipitately falls cm each iide; but m 
front of the binhiing, ftretches itfelf intO' 
cafy fwells, then plunges into the woods,, 
through which, in fome places^, therang^ 
ing country is feen in perfpedive* The 
|tath leads from hence ciofe to thejbot oi 
the Clent hills» and without the ipedatsor 
chu&s to vifit the extremity of the parley, 
which, as I obferved before, was &ldota 
done,, he purfues the walk to the rights 
which is truly rural and contemplative. 
A feat in the midft of it,, adorned with 
ihells^ afic^ds a moft pkafing view inta 
the oppofite v7oods, and has this infcrip-*^ 
ti<Hi in the iame fancy* 

SEDES 
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SEDES CONTEMPLATIOKIS; 
OMNIA VANIT AS. 



That is, 



The feat -of eotitempMeOi 
AU it vanity. •_ ■ 



Through this obfcure nnd agreeaUe re- 
tirementy where every objeft is Ihut out 
hy the lovely grove, and its appendant 
groupe9> chequering the hanging ikies o£ 
the deep vale, the walk leads to 

thb Hermitage. 

This place is /(M'med with clum^ o£ 
wood, and jaggpd roots of old trees, care* 
kfily thrown together^ and the infcerftbfes 
are fimply filled up with various Idnds of 
mofs •, the floor is neatly paved with faiall 
pebbles, and a fort of couch goes round, 
covered with a mat. Every thing abouc 
it carries the face of poverty, and a con^ 
tempt of the vain fuperfluities of life^ fit 
for the fuppofed inhabitant, who deipife» 

the 
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the follies of the world, and demotes his 
hours to religious fblitude. 

Not arecels in the whole park is more 
to be defired than this ; the conftant melo* 
dy of birds, perching unfeen, within the 
rich foliage of the fined grove in the 
world — the boldnefs of the ground, the 
deep-formed vales,whofe embelliihed fides, 
and fometimes bottoms, of chefnuts, elms, 
and oaks, rife graceful to the fight; toge- 
ther with the calm, undifturbed repofc 
which hovers round it, throws the mind 
into a contemplation, equally ferious and 
afiefHng. 

Within the Hermitage are thofe cele- 
brated lines from the II Penferofo of 
Milton : 

And may ftt lad my weary age 
Find out the peaceful Hermitage $ 
The hairy gown and moiiy cell. 
Where I may fit and rightly fpell 
Of every fiar that heav*o doth (hew, 
And every herb that fips the dew : 

Tilf 
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iriil old experience do attua 
To fomething like prophetic flrain. 
I'hele pleafures melancholy give. 
And I with tliee will chufe to lie. 



Thtre appear from the door of thig 
nioiOy apartment, two views in perfpcc- 
tive agreeably blended with the dofencfe 
of the others : one very prettily catches a 
range of country ever the fpreadin^ 
boughs of the fronting trees, ami the 
other under them. Little fancies of this 
fort, in places fo folitary, where they do 
not expofe the fituation, but only tinc- 
ture the furrounding gloom with a ray of 
chearfulnels, are very juftifiable. 

The ground from hence falls precipi- 
tately to fome ponds of water -, and the 
delightful trees which every where ac- 
company the fweliing, irregular, and 
ihelyiag banks, are remarkably fine. 
Through this vale the path fieals, and 
winds at laft abruptly, up an exceeding 

fteep 
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ftecp hill, round a grove of oaks, thick 
planted, but not feathered to the bottom, 
to feveral benches which take in the 
country in the moft agreeable diver- 
fity, between the flems of the trees. 
Upon the fjmmit of this bold hill the 
walk waves on a very dcfirablc level, and 
at length falls to that celebrated feat, 
which opens to the eye the lovelieft of 
profpefts. . Here we find the following 
lines, very applicably taken from the fifth 
book of Paradife Loft. 

Theft arc thy glorious ^orks, parent of good, 

Almighty ! thine this univerfal frame, 

Thus wondVous fair ; thyfelf how wond*rous then ! 

Unfpeakable, who fits above the heavens. 

To us invifible, or dimly feen 

In theft thy lowefl works ; yet theft declare 

Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and power divine. 

The fituation of this Ihady eminence 
affords the moft ravilhing views, and in- 
fenfibly leads the mind into refleftions of 
the great harmony and beauty of nature. 
The ample lawn fweeping from this gay 

brow 
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brow into the lovely vale below, embo-* 
4bmed and infringed by the noblcft trees 
that ever graced the turf, furrounds, en- 
riches, and ftiews the houfe in all its ele- 
gance. A iiner foreground cannot be 
imagined to diftant fcenes, where nature 
feems to have ftudied to lavifli her beau- 
ties in the moft wanton profufion : Lofty 
hills crowned with woods, twining mea- 
<lows, and fertile fields.— Nor is wanting, 
the dark brown heath, woodlands, and 
*ich cnclofures, to diverfify the whole ; 
iwhile the hoary Welch mountains touch 
the far diftant ikiesj and terminate the 
ilriking view. 

Inflead of purfuing the path which 
leads down towards the houfe, you retire 
into the umbrageous grove, where the 
fcene from the firft feat is changed from a 
wide-extended country, full of a thoufand 
<lifrerent objeds, to a rich and delightful 
garden, animated by gay variety and vu-^ 
ral magnificence. From this feat a copi- 
ous 
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ous lawn gently fweeps down into the 
vale, crouded on every fide by the tower^ 
ing woody and fills the bottom with its 
ipreading arms- j and over the plumes of 
its foliage appears"^ another rifinglawn, on 
the verge of which is feen, Thomfon's 
feat,, finely fringed on each fide and be«> 
hind by fi:ately trees« The temple of 
Thefeus over thefe^ on a more elevated 
brow, among rich plantations of firs» 
itretching up the hill, ^d tl^e graceful 
obelifk^ on a lawn above that,, clofed 
behind by the WLbchberry wood, are the 
objeds collected in this enchanting place. 
I apprehend every fpedtato/ who treads 
the elyfian walks of Hagley park, cannot 
but be pleafingly flruck at the rich view 
before him, and acknowledge it the moft 
elegant pidure that ever was drawn by 
the pencil of tafte. 

In advancing a few paces to another 
bench from this place, the face of every 
thing changes again« Ko building arc 

feen i 
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ieen ; all Is Aut Qut by the cloj^g of the 
woods, except one opening over the 
branches of the trees^ \^hich looks im- 
iiiediately upca a clump of firs on th& 
kft of the Witchberry hill, an4 tbe ftii^ 
pendioiis Wrekifi at about thirl; miles 
<iHlant» 

The fame fhady path teads aloog tat 
the Doric portico, fupportcd by ruflic 
pillars, ou the fummit of an exceeding 
fieep lawn which runs into the oppoiicd 
grove, and is every way confined by the 
fame ; in the valley beneath a fmall pend 
of water gUft^ns through the trees, and 
round a fturdy old oak, covered with ivy, 
is a bench which afibrds feveral agreeaMe 
j)eeps 5 thi? portico is called 

POPE'* BUILDING, 



ik»i i^6Bb#d] 



K QUIETI 
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QplETl ET MUSIS. 
To Qutet and the Mufes. 

The ficuation x^ diis lovely recefs is 
fadi as iijeVer fails infpirbg a feccet plea*' 
lur*e« TliiomCoii^s icat is again .brought into 
the cbcarful pi&ure, over the branches of 
luxuriacit hotib-chelhuts and other trees ^ 
!?be . jObeiilk ■ and 5cfee Wiudhberry wood^ 
aad p^rt of tTie fir-plantation, have a fine 
c;fFe6l, btit the Grecian Temple is ex- 
cluded. 

From hfencc, Itecping to the left, the 
t^alk becomes if pbfllble more rural, 
fakes a ihady turn among the noble 
iwroufidin^ trees, and precipitately falls 
to another extenfivc openmg, which af- 
fords a pkafing variety 4 all is paftoraf, 
^lain ai>d fimpie. Clent hills ^ain ufe 
in the fcene^ full in fiont, crowned with 
a fir champ in perfpeftive beautjr, and 
Pope's ^rn under the trees at fome 

KJUiUnce on the fide of the lawn is catched 

• • • 

m 
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in i>cculiar grace : a little further it drops 
mto a folitary glea — rude, irregolar and 
glooijiy.i the bench in the midft of it 
looks up the hollow filled with trees, 
fome old,, fbme with expofcd roots, 
other* dead ; but the moft ftriking part 
of this amufing fcene, is the feveral trick-^ 
ling rills which find their>courfe down thd 
fteep ihclving fides, fliadcd by thin cop- 
pice wood and large alhe«» The obfcu- 
rity and the foothing note of thefe drib-" 
bling currents, mark it for contempla-* 
tion : one knows not when to leave it •, 
the novelty pkafe§, and pleafure flow^ 
from its retired and peaceful bowers. 

* ' On the back of this fljady feat appear 
• the following verfcs : 

Libetjaceremodo fub ant iqiiae like 

Modo in tenaci gramine : 

Labunter altis interim rivis aquae 

Quaeruntur in fylvis aves i 

Fontefque lymphis obflrepunt manantibus 

Somnus quod invitct levef« 

K 2 That 
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That is. 



^ Now on the verdant grafs beneath the (hadti 

I Of antient oaks, our wearied limbs are laid-: 

^ WtiJe in full flreams ^he waters glide along, 

\ And birds in woods pour forth the plaintive fong ; 

/ Now by fomc fountain, mufmVing as it flows, 
\^De void of care indulge in foft repofe, 

Akox. 

Striking through this fequeftered glen, 
the path rifes up its oppoGte fide, and 
winds among variety of noble trees, inter^ 
Iperfed on the lawn, to 

The R O T U N D A, 

an exceeding handfome building, ftand- 
ing on a rifing fwell : here the eye fattens 
on the fame delicious vifta, back to the 
beforft-^entioBed ilcove, but totally dif- 
fers from the a,|)pearance It has at that 
building. Inftcad of the cifcades which 
gufli from the different refervoirs unfeen 
in the vak>, aad give the fceoe there fuch 

charms. 
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charms, from hence thofe ftill trai>fp3- 
rent refervoirs arc vifible in the midft of 
the avenue ; thefe, and the alcove which 
terminates the view, afford a fine luftre 
to its embofomed fides, and compleat the 
beautiful pidturc. 

This building feems to be ereiSled 
merely as an objedt to adorn the vifta., 
no other point being rcmdrkable ; indeed, 
when we turo our eyes upcni the wild art 
of the park, which from hence is taken in, 
k ferves as a contrail to the magni^ 
ficence and beauty qf its correfponding 
parts ^ and from a beivch juft behiiul,. a 
moft delightful view looks f^^ upOn iir^ 
taking in a handfonie Gothic feat, th^ 
Clent hill, the ruin, and the woods* 

The^ walk fr^m this graceful dome 
winds in a wifd carelcft manner, anaong 
ftraggling trees and dieepgjens, n^ed, 
rude, and fteep> into a large body of 

K 3 lawn» 
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iawtt, Avhcrfe a ftnarHiench under an oak 
giv€s a -pifturdfque view of the wood, 
•and t^« m the Ruifff tnoft romiemticly, 
^over ks l>ratfchiftg »rms : a litcle farther 
^li^:path tadgds ctofe by tb^ pale of ch^ 
park, through a formal avenue of elms, 
by the neat vicarage- houfe, the noble 
wood abrays in fight, and remarkably 
greaft, to 

THDMisON^ii St AT, 

tflegartly built tn an o'ftdngufat fortti, and 
liis Loidfiiip, ' ^ho loveH slnd did ^very 
thing in -his pcytf^ ^ iheW )iis -friendihip 
rtt ^ ^)d#i> ^ei^ea thisi'^it^toj^le to his 
iTi^mel^ tkujsfislci^bed, 

INGENIO IMMORTALI 

rOETiS SUK^IIttl^ } 
VIRI BONU 

x.mcxn.A'k rakc; m secessu, (x^em, 

. JVlRUS DiLEXlT, 

POST 
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POST MORTEM EJUS CONSTRtTCTAM 

DlCAT DEDlCAtQinE 

eSORGIAS LVTTELTON. 

TJiat-is, 

To'ihfe inimoftat genlui 
XH JAME& THOMSON, 

A •Iuhmiic poet -J • - I 

A good man ; 

Ttiff.tifnpte (bfnItjaMer hit dMh) in tfaatMefs 

Which when fiving be delighted 'ui| 

Is erected and dedicated. 

By GEORGE XYTTELTON. 

The view, from this charoiiqg. reccfs, 
'^hich gives Veaufy fo fo many 'others in 
the park, vqry. juftly claims tli'e attention 
tf the IpeJftatbr, and \^as theYavouritfc 
fpot of the above-mentioned gentleman. 
The gently floping lawn expands itfelf 
iawd 'folk info 'flii dtftp drrrken^ g^Ove, 
iSfmg ifi a!*1ft priddSip flife dciaiyity of 
tfe'dppoffite-hill^ i^etcy in ^e midft^ 
Pdpe'^ fettidittg over the viVld ;it)ltege cjf 

'the 
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the lower part of the wood, mingles^ b 
the rich fcene •, add higher on the left, 
one of the Clent hilb at a confiderable 
diftance, adorned with a groupe of firs> 
clofes the view on that fide, and the ffu* 
pendious hills of Malvern^ from an open- 
ing of the grove, at Icaft twenty miles 
diftant, terminate i^on the other. 

Fromi hence the path bends on the right 
within the Ihade to 

The COLUMN, 

on which (lands an elegant (tatue of Fre^ 
derick. Prince of Wales, the father of his 
prcfent Majefty, executed m a maftcrly 
manner. 

This pillar is erefted u^ppn a deKcious 
€minence> (kirted by the mod beautiful 
grove imaginable ; while the dark ample 
firs behind,, mmgling with the lifter tint 
of the other trees^t give it an agreeable 

nchne&^i 
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richnefs, and add a higher \u&rt to the 
building. I. don't remember to have feen 
a more chearful enlivening profpeft, than 
appears from this lovely brow; the ver- 
dure of the fweeping lawns, the inexprcf- 
lible richnefs of the fpreading trees, the 
beauty of the houfe, and the luxuriant, 
uninterrupted . expanfc beyond it, affords 
at once, one of the moft fplendid, diver- 
fified fcenes, the eye can wifli for, or na- 
ture can give. 

Down from this fpot, which calls in fo 
many beauties, the path leads again to 
the alcdve already defcribed, and .runs 
into that which takes to the houfe. 

Whether this delightful place be con- 
lidered as a garden or a parte, or both, 
its beauties every way correfpdnd> and 
every fcene is condufted with the ftrotig- 
eft tnatk3 of a lively fancy and delicafte 
tafte. The elegance of its buildings, 
happily arranged in every point of view, 

throw 
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. tbrow ^ graceful kiftrc upoa the whole : 
but nothing appears gaudy or trifling ; 
nor is it loaded with a fuperfluity : an er- 
ror oftenfallen into, which gives Rioredif- 
guil than a total fupprefllon of them* 

A park "^giv^s great latitude to a man 
of taftc J beautiful objects are abfolutely 
ncceffary, and Ihould be carelefsly thrown 
about, where proper places demand them, 
with a liberal hand. The Witchberry 
hills in their natural ftate were delight- 
ful ; thatj^ and their proximity to the park» 
caught the eye of the defigner v they, call- 
ed for embelliihment, and when the'plan- 
tatiohs, the Gre<:ian temple, andtheobe- 
lilk rofe upon their brows, who can dif- 

, pute their being rendered infinitely more 
fo ? They fornrierly were overlooked, but 

' now claim the deepeit attention, and are 
vifited with pleafiire by every one whqf 
rambles through thefe charming receflcs. 



Were 



< "5 ) 

Wcfe 1 to prefumc to think any thing 
exceptionable in this enchanting park, 
it would be the cropping of fome of the 
laurels In the grotto, and the confined 
extent of lawa on the north fide of the 
houfe : bun when thefe trifles come to be 
confideredj we find a flrong necefiity for 
both. — ^Were the laurels fufiered to take 
the freedom of their growth and luxurl* 
ance, the beautiful vifta from the alcove 
would be obftruded, and the houfe lofe 
great convenlencies, by being fituated at 
a farther diftance from the oflices. Upon 
the whole, rt is but impertinence to point 
out a blemifh ; every part has fo much 
merit ^ every fcene fo conncfted, and en- 
gagingly blended together, that it majt 
juftly vie (if not claim a pre-eminence) 
with the mod celebrated places in this 
.kingdom for tafte, elegance and beauty. 

A man ftever wants for amufement; 
'Whichever way he turns in this rich and 
jpleafant country ^ every mile affords va* 
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riety, and his eye is conftaotly filM with. 
aJ(iic€€fnoH of im^efting obje^i:^* 

The town of. Stourbridge, fo eminent 
for its glafs manufa^ory, which gives 
employment to thoulands, lies in the way 
ofthis agreeable toi;irj( and affords a plea- 
fing hour to a flranger, who never f^w 
the curious art of forming that delicate 
ware inta its various ufea. This branch 
of trade extend^ itfelf to other towns; in 
the neighbourhood, and even the country 
for feveral miles, particularly on the Dud- 
ley rpad, i^ a continued, ftreetjj filled with 
inhabitants apd induftry. 

From this town we turh to the left, 
and ride over an extenfive chearfol com- 
mon, which falls into a rich valley at Stu% 
pony, where the navigable cut from the 
Trent, lately executed, runs through and 
falls into the Severn at the mouth of the 
river Stour' : the country about here is^ 
delicious •, but foon after a gloomy dark 
defart i^reads itfelf, evcii to the foot of 
the ranging hills of E N- 
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E N V I L*.: 

Whofc ample lawns are not afliam'd to feed 
The milky heifer and defervrng deed. 

Pope. 

TH E entrance into thefq^ extenfive 
and delightful grounds, immedi- 
ately prepofleffes the mind in their fa- 
vour, and leads the fpedlator to imagine 
he (hall meet with numberlefs charms ii> 

• - • 

the ramjble through thofc hanging woods^ 
which appear fo rich and inviting. 

An eafy winding path, from a gate 
near the offices, ftrikes through a level and 
-extenfive lawn, decorated with lofty trees, 
promifcuoufly fcattered on either fide, to 
a neat lively building, called 



The boat-house: 



Here 



f The feat of the Earl of Stamford, in Staffordihirci 
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Mere is a ftriking proof of the ne- 
ceffity of every defigner, carrying in hia- 
eye thofe improvements which the mi- 
nuteft places require : a roore important 
efFed never rofe from a trifle than appears 
from this place, and that only by ereding 
this building on a gentle elevation. The 
ftranger without fufpicion or expectation 
of^ the leaft change, from the rural fim- 
plicity that furrounds him, pleafing faim- 
felf with the view of thofe lofty crowned 
hills, thofe rich lawns, and other objeds, 
Jn a moment, when he mounts the quick 
fwell, ftands amazed at the luxuriance of 
the opening fcene. To furprize, as I ob- 
ferved before, is the foul of tafte •, and 
here is a noble example of that obferva- 



tion. 



A large circuitous fheet of water ex- 
tends itfelf over an ample body of ground 
in the midft of a thoufand natural beau- 
ties which beggar defcription. At the 
farthcrmoft extent of the water, fweeping 
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« ■ ■ » 

ilp a valley., appears a bold cafcade, gufli- 
ing fiercely from three diftind fulls among 
rocks, broken^ ragged, and bold ^ ever- 
greens are tufccd arrkGly about the foam- 
ing current, which give the water a more 
lively brightnefs, and flrengrhen the 
gloom that furrounds it. ' Above this 
welUdefigned cafcade, in the mid ft of a 
noble afcent, covered with a thick wood, 
appears a chapel-, and, more on the left, 
the farmhoufe, both of which, peej^ing 
among the trees, have a pleafing effcQ:. 
From hence, ftill farther on the left, the 
fcene becomes more open j the lawn fpreads 
and rifes gently up to a grove and fingle 
detached trees. This bounds the view 
that v/ay, and affords a beautiful contraft 
to the other fide more gay and animated. 

Thofe noble woods that grace the op- 
pofite hills fteal down their gay fides, clad 
in the fweetefl: verdure, then fweep be- 
tween the deep vales up again to a larg6 

L 2 building. 
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"building, -called the Gothic Gateway, 
backed by a rich grove of firs, from 
whence the ample lawn precipitately falls 
to the water's edge, and ftretches itfetf 
towards the houfe, till, catched by farther 
woods, it is loft in them, and clofes the 
lovely fcenc. 

The Boat-houfe, from whence fo many 
beauties are coUefted, is an oftangular 
building, prettily adorned within by fef* 
toons of flowers and medallions in ftucco : 
A large window which opens to the water, 
ornamented with painted glafs, in whimfi- 
cal groupes of grotefque figures, is enter- 
taining; but this ftained glafs, agreeable 
as it is, excludes a landfcape before it, ui 
my opinion, infinitely more interefling. 

A thick, clofe plantation of evergreens 
from this delicate fummer-houfe, happily 
hides the art which very feldom can be 
avoided in the forming of a piece of wa- 
ter. A dam, wherever it appears, is in 

every 
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every refpedt odious •, and there is but one 
way of m^ing it in any fliape tolerable, 
and that by clofe interwoven Ihrubs and 
trees. 

mm 

The path from hence winds under thefe 
flieltering pines, on the margin of the pool, 
and ftrikes into the lawn before noticed i 
but in its progreffion catches it in feveral 
places to a greater advantage, as well as 
the groves which adorn the brow, and runs 
into the vale below. The front of the 
houfe makes* an objed: /rom hence over 
the water •, and a little farther, a fmall wic- 
ket leads into a neat ihrubbery on the banks 
of the cafcade, which are abrupt, deep, 
and broken •, in fome places perpendicular; 
worn fo by the plunging of the water, and 
the driving of the current from one fall to 
another. Any attempt of an to impede the 
w.ater from forming thefe whirlpools, as 
they may be called, by confining or 
forcing them into any other Ihape, is ridi- 
, L 3 culous i 
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culous; becaufe all the efForts in the 
world, will never throw it into, fo pleafing 
a figure, as that which nature gives it- 

From a fmall feat in the bofom of this 
retirement is feen the Boat-houfe, over 
the fhining lake, and through the laurels 
of the Ihrubbery, which fringe its ftcep 
floping banks; this is caught to great ad- 
vantage, and gives a lively colouring to 
the rural landfcape. I never fit here but 1 
think of thofc beautiful lines of Thomfon ; 

Befide the dewy borders let me fit. 

All in the frcHmefs of the hymid air ; 

There iu that hollow'd rock, grotefque and wild,* 

An ample chair Inofs linM, and overhead 
By flow 'ring umbrage ihaded. 

This is a moft agreeable recefs ; but I 
imagine would be rendered full as defira- 
ble and contemplative, were its banks 
more (haded, particularly on the oppofite 
fide, by the darkeft: evergreens, as thefe 

places 



places can never be too much fecluded or 
iblitary. The twift a little higher, be- 
tween the bold falls of the cafcade, is nar 
tural and exprelBve ; and the fimple fin:* 
gle plank bridge, tho^ perhaps not much 
obfervedy is one of the prettieft omamenti 

ofthe place. 

• 

. The ihady walk from this rural fpoti 
winds precipitately by fome ponds of wa* 
ter into a wild uncultivated copfe -, the 
contraft is extremely flriking, and the 
fcene becomes intirely paftoral, by taking 
in the farm houfe, and the adjoining fieldsy 
full of cows and flieep : thefc and the 
deep dingle, overfpread with alders and 
hazles, is no contemptible acquifition to 
grace this plain and humble pidture* 

I cannot help obferving, as we are now 
upon the only ground within the whole 
domain, where more ftriking beauties^ 
both to give pleafure and to employ the 
gfenius of the defigner, may be collefted, 

that 
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■that the path which climbs up the hill to 
the right, partly oppofite the laft water- 
fall, pafles by the deep hanging iides of 
•a ranging valley— a valley fo happily 
filled with the fineft trees and underwood, 
fo formed by nature for the hand of taftc 
to difplay itfclf, that 1 am amazed (the 
genius of the place being fo obvious) 
that it never caught the eye of the de- 
figner, and was put in execution, 

I think I may prefume to fay, that 
this retired and umbrageous dell, by col- 
kfting the water, which now dribbles a- 
long its bottom, teaching it to drop in 
broken and abrupt falls, or in fomc 
places fmooth, as fancy guides, and lead- 
ing a 'path carelefsly along, fometimes 
upon its brow, at others dipping into the 
deepeft hollow, where proper places may 
demand a grotefque feat, or any other de« 
coration — that not even the celebrated en- 
virons of the grotto of Hagley, or the 

fafcina-- 
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fafcinatingVirgirs Grove of the LeafoweJ, 
would eclipfc the beauties which might 
be made to appear in this delightful 
vale. It would be a continued fccne of 
the moft enchanting nature, and if cog- 
duftcd fimilar to the tafte (hewn about 
,ihe cafcades, even- from thence, (hutting 
out every diftant objeft, and confining it 
to its . own charms, which would every 
where fliew themfelves, be diftinguiflied 
as one of the moft copious and pleafing 
recefles that ever graced a park. 

The path which leads neax the farm- 
houfe, ftrikes up the hill to the out-iic^c 
of the copfe, where a feat, very judi- 
cioufly placed, commands a free and eiQ- 
tenlive profpedt. The dark brown de* 
fart appears fweeping along the bottom, 
on the right of the rich plantation of firs, 
filling the valley with its dark rich plumes, 
while Kinver church, the un wieldly ridgp 
of hills, and the grotefque rock undew- 

neatl^i 
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neath> with an endlcfs range of words, 
mountains, commons, churches, and 
houfes, ddighi fully divcrfify the whole, 
and give it the moft engaging confe- 
' qtience. 

The afccnt now becomes fteep and 
turns again into the wood, where foon 
after appears 

The C H A P E L. 

This building is dedicated to the late 

• Mr. Shenfcone, merely as I imagine fjom 
the great fimilitude the views from this 

•place have to feveral of thofe of the 
Leafowes. The gloom, the deep fur- 

• rounding falls, clofely embraced by a 

'V^Ilderncfs of copfe and large foreft trees, 

'thinly fcattered in the front, is truly 

'Wild. Here, the windows are very judi- 

cioufly ornamented with painted glafs ; 

throwing an air. of folemnity over it, and 

perfeftly anfwering to the folitary gloom 

which 
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which hovers about it : the principal ob- 
jefts from hence are the Boat-houfc and 
the water ftraggling up the deep vale^ 
gliftening between the trunk« of the lofty 
trees on the fteep brow of the hill, and 
over the tops of others, with *a beautiful 
range of country beyond in pcrfpedivel 
This fcene is fo delicious, fo connedted, 
and fo fweetly blended, that it is impof • 
fiblc for any one to look and not to ad- 
mire it. 

Hence through the bofotn of the wood, 
the clofe fhady path leads to a feat un- 
der the fpreading branches of a noble 
oak, looking upon the bold fwcU of an 
opening lawn, where the rotunda, every 
way fijrrounded by the dark umbrageous 
foreft, ftands uncommonly graceful. The 
foreft here is fo interwoven with its un- 
der-wood of hazles and other bulhes, fo 
connedted and fo thick, that fcare a fun- 
beam ever cheers the folitary way. 

The 



* The woods on this fide at length, aA 
ter rifmg another hill, ileep and amazing- 
IJr rich in trees, open to a lovely and 
chearful down, extending itfelf in the- 
gayeft diverfity. This is ealled the Sheep- 
walk, and the numerous groupes of thofe 
animals feeding andbrowzing on the flowry 
t^rf, give a pfeafing refleftioh to every 
one who vifits thefe fylvan fcenes. This 
charniirig down," which adds a luft.re to 
the delightful walks of Envil, affords in- 
nprnerable. objefts equally entertaining ; 
tfhe eye is never tired in roving from one 
point to another ; every one varies, and 
every one refledts a beauty on the other. 

In the midft of this large rich trad o^ 
ground, dedicated to the ufes of life a^s 
well as pleafuf e, is a building called 

The SHEPHERD'S LODGE, 

Built in/ tile .Gothic tafte, and Hbandt 
tm an elevated fpot, catching, at one 

view. 
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View, over the woods, and on every fide, 
a mod unbounded profpedt. One of the 
rooms of this houfc is decorated with 
fhadcs of his lordfhip'* family -and frieods 
in profile : this has a whimfical appear- 
ance, and the likeneilcs are fo exa<9:^ that 
every one acquainted with the living ob. 
jedts, 'immediately know and ^oint thetti 
out. The othar room is adorned with 
prints, chiefly perfpe&ive viewsxif tlie«ioft 
celejl^rated places^ . ftuck on the naked 
walls ; and the fides of the ftair«cafe are 
rudely covered with old ballads and 
Chr\flmas carols. The fimplioityof :iuch 
ornaments are eatirely •correfpondcM wjth 
the pUce, and to the fhepherd fwain wJh> 
is fuppofed to inhabit it. 

V 

This delightful down lies extremely 
bold and open, fatis on ^each fide pfeci-^ 
pitately, aad keeps an eafy level in tlfe 
middle ; various clumps of firs decorate 
its brow, and fingle ti'ee3 in other places 
afibrd a ihade, \si the parching heats of 

M the 
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thc'fummer months^ to the panting flocfca. 
Kinver church and Ixidgt of Jiills, wkk 
its romantic jock underneath^ are iinely 
marked. — Here the Uack deiarc in the 
^adjoining valley is fecluded by the woodsi^ 
;aad iiothmg is feen biit a rich cultivated 
<country^ intcrfpcrfed with great variety, 
JVlalvem kills and the Wrekin, the towd 
^f Bridgnorth, great part of Shropfliire, 
tWorcofkerflttre .and Staffordihiix^ and 
jbme ^ ihe Weldi mountains^ i^ignifj 
the noble prd^ft 

• * 

Upon entering the woods again, idcwa 
^hefleep: fides x>f the'hill, the path wink 

^arelei6iy:to. . 

The ROTUNDA.' 

This is an exoecdin^y liandibme. light 
|[)uildi]^, much refembling that^at Hag- 
l^y^ and ts agreeably fitiiated upon la 
iujid cnuBence^ the £ajiliag aground and 
ithe £ne Jiangii:^ vrpod^ vyMch adorn the 

iwelling 
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iWeHIrrg ficle^, diveftad of its under- 
wood, give it a« engaging- confequence f 
the tower of Kin't^er church, a very in*- 
diii^rent dbje£(,> ig unfortunately Itt in 
by a g)ade, cut through the oppoGte 
rifing^ grove-, by this a greater beauty is 
dfeftroyed to lookr at a much lefs, merely 
for the fake of a- diftant objedi which 
waS' not at all required from this place^ 
I am afraid the face- of this noble wood^ 
though the-gladi is^heWly^^ planted to fi.l 
it up again, will not very foon regain its 
priffinc beauty. It i^ a^ vwy jiift oftfer- 
(Vation^ that youflg- tvees feldbm Aovnift 
among old ones, for my pat^ I know 
no inftance oi k^ ax Itaft iD is' very rare, 
and- where they d^, for a n^amber of y^ars, 
the deformity is very viflble ; but fortu- 
nately for this placcj I found (upon a 
nearer infpeAion) the foreft trees younger 
than I expected, and confequently i few 
years will unite th€R> again. The per- 
%fcedive from this building is exceedingly 

M z plealing. 
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pica fmg, and calls in .a range of couhk 
try equally entertaining and chearfuU 

Front hence the wood is not {e con^ 

ncded,. but a little farther it is again 

clofely embraced as. before, and the path 

refumes its former- folitarinefs and gloom^ 

winding down the fte^ hill, and thca 
opens to 



The P OR T I C O^ 



A building fupported by ruftic pillarsy 
looking down a concave, narrow valley 
deep and deligbtfuJly wooded on its. 
. riling banks •, over the plantations, which 
•Ihut in^this vale^ is fcen,inthe center of 
a diftant ami diverfified horizon^ Sedge.- 
ley fteeplc, at about nine miles diftant. 

Through this portico the walk- takes 
a range up. the ftill furrounding foreft, 
fequeftered and gloomy, to a fmall open- 
ing of Jawn, where, an urn without any 

infcription! 



infcription prefcnts itfclf> and marks the 
calm retirement of the place. From 
hence the declivity becomes fa fteep, that 
the path is obliged to be cut aUnoft in 
parallel lines to gain the bottom ; when 
after exploring ftill the confines of thefe 
capacious woods, the eye, at length, 
.which perhaps wanted variety, faileos 
vpon 

The C O T T A G E. 

• 

Whether it is the name, or whether 
it is the^ fimplicity which commonly 
furrounds the dwelling of indigence, or 
jrather front the faWes we have read of 
the fuppofed happinefs that live within 
Its doors^. is a nutter of no confequcnce ;, 
a cottage, properly fituated within the 
precin&s of aa extcnfive park or plea-^ 
fore grounds, is an obgefl: which always 
ftrises the fancy, and fills die miivi* with 
a pleafing caatemplatian/ No one of 
this fort I think has a j after claim, from 

M 3 . fuuation. 
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fituation, to be admired, than this, lb> 
delightfully diftingui/hed within the ming- 
led gloom of -high furrounding woods,, 
and chearful vallies^ 

A fmall circular liiw.n, fliut up every 
way by the hanging groves, opens in; 
front of this humble thatched dwelling ; 
and a menag^re on each £de the houf«, 
filled with great Variety of extraneous, 
birds of the gayeft plumage, give fuch a 
pleafing turn to this rural fequefleredi 
place, that one knows not when to Itave 
it^ 

The path winds round' this lonely re-^ 
cefs, and enters into the fineft ground^ 
imaginable, where turning to the left, a 
large irregular fhect of water Ihews it* 
felfgliftening- among the trees ; and frora 
a bridge of the mod fimple conftrudibn j 
even to rudenefs, is ken a cafcade gufli^ 
ihg from a ragged heap of bricks, ftones^ 
and cinders*. 

- * Froret 



t ^35 y 

' From the bridge, which leads over the 
current of the water-fall, the ground 
takes a' lovely fweep on every iSde,. and 
the path, wHch^ now looks again into 
:^difFerent coni^artments- of the wood, 
meets with a feat opening to another e>a- 
tenfive lawn, chequered with water, and 
delightfully fringed by trecs> on the 
hanging fides of a deep valley. On th^ 
left, more open*, Envil church,, upon an 
eminence, is a great objeft •, it enriches 
tht fore ground, and gives a* confequence^ 
to the ranging hills, which touch th^ 
clouds at a very great diftance; 

Thefe nobler woods j which here termi- 
nate, are joined by a Ihrubbery, whofe 
broad gravel walk gently falls among the 
Choiceft evergreens, and gives feveral very 
judicious openings on- one- fide, to catch 
the fine views refulting from the^ high- 
hanging woods ; and the other, clofe to a- 
common highway,, wit-hout the precindhr 
of the walks, the country iscntircly-fecludt- 

cd. 
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cd The gothic gateway> as we advince 
nearer to the body of theihrubbery, has a 
bdd, apppearaQce,. and the wooda from 
hence are exceecGngly firtkingy particularly 
,^hcre a large battlement peeps, over the 
rich foUagip of its extending arnss* . 

A buildings a* we advance into the 
more .{[leafing and diverfified part of the 
ftrubbery^catcheS' the attentkMi^jL called 

The BILLIARD-ROOM. 

m 

This is a ftately gothic edifice^ which does 
honour to the proje£tor» and is extremely 
well executed. Its infide is rtcfaly^ adorn^ 
ed with ftucco, the cidir^ remarkably fi> ^ 
at one end, in a niche, is a bufi of Ho^ 
mer ; and the oppofite aCic^ro» A bil- 
liard-table and a ebamber-organ are the 
furniture of this nobk room> which* un?* 
fortunately is^ at prefeBt, no obj«(^ from. 
any part of the walks, except fr^m the 
giDthic gateway. The ground aboui: this. 

building 



] 
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:bundlng IS laid out in- a pretty tafte, an J 
in one, of its fine fhorn lawns^ a vafe, cu- 
jioufly and richly ornamented Wkhgroupcs 
of figures in bas relievo, is beheld with 
pleafure b^ every one who fees it. 

The delightful walks of Envil are fo 
excenfive and entertaining, that even a day 
is too Ihort to go through them* Indfecd 
there is a riding round the extremity of 
the grounds, cut, as a glade, through the 
^woods. for the purpofe of enjoying thcim 
in a carriage. This may be agreeable to 
.fome, and permiflion is given by the no- 
ble proprietor to the vificing parties, to 
take the advantage of it : but this liberty 
. is of no confcquence to a man. of tafle •, he 
will never fufFer himfelf to hQ confined in 
a vehicle in the.midft of foanany furround- 
iiig beauties, where almoii every ftep va,- 
ries the fcene,. and where every variation is 
pifturefque and new. Too great an. atten- 
tion cannot be paid to places where, na- 
tuce. and tafle have fprinkled fo many 

charms fc 



efiiarfhir -, thwer are* ftrera! delightfoi leccft^ 
fes in the wcrod, and many pomts^ from 
whctoce arc colleftStd more pleafing proC- 
^pcftr^than, pcrHapsr, appear frbiir tHe fc*- 
vcral feleded fronr the feats, whefrthe 
];ath immediately leads to ; and thefe will 
Be cafily found by thofe who figh not ow 
approaching a fieep hill^ and' who take a- 
pleafure in the Gontempration of fuch quiet^ 
and^an^ufing (cenes. 

There is one or two in particular whick 
f cannot help mentiotriBg- It will i>e re^ 
Iftcmbcred, that the patii, after, winding 
lt)und the grafs pilot of the cottage^ entei> 
into the fine ground before noticedi when, 
inifead of purfuing it to the leff> as the 
f|^eftator is comnM)nly led, hr wtil mount 
the gay hill to the right, not forgetting to* 
-obfcrve the fcriico as he pafies, fo finely 
cmbofdmed by the grove v and foon after,^, 
among the Iheltering pines on its brow^. 
he will find hirhfelf at 

The. 
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The GOTHIC GATEWAY, 
This U a large fumptuoas buUdit^ ; the 

• . . ■ , ' • 

«iiddle part compofing a noble arch witk 
a fort of. portcullice, and each wing aA 
alcove, from whence the eye is ravilhed 
with the moll: deleftible views ^ that oa 
the right commaads a vciy cxtenfive 
Tange of country, but its chiefeft objedlk 
are coUcdted firom the lovely lawns, falling 
and rifing in wanton diverfity ; the water 
in the fweeping valley in different lakes i 
the boat-houfe and the far-£tretehed plan- 
tations of the d^rk uml>ragepus fir. The 
tafte fhewn here is exceedingly -expreffivc 
.and ftrong, ^nd .is iBdifputably one pf jhe 
moft anfiufing fceaes in the w^ole. range of 
the place* 

The other wing talccs Xn the fanje va- 
riety i a fine dift^nt country^ water, wopds^ 
and^ to add te its confequence^ the bil* 
iiard-room^ fiiaikd by the rich dark pines 
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of thp fli|-JLibbcry, . is feen from hence la 
great ^beauty. ^ * * ' . 

, Envil is fo different from Hagley, 
that to opp-ofe one againft the other, 
would be ridiculous. Hagley i« a park, 
Envil a. farm. But Hagley, in ^ite of all 
its lovely appendages, in one rclpedt m,ufl: 
give the palm to Envil ; that beaptifuj 
.water which conflitutes the glory of the 
Jatter, can never be equalled in the fame 
manner by the /ormer % and it muft he 
confefled, though the woods . of Envil 
jiave not the charms which dignify thofe 
of Hagley, time, and an exertion of tafte^ 
may render them equally as important* 
The latter now flouriihes in all Its bewitch- 
ing pride ; fcarcca tree even to its under* 
wood but is a century old •, otTiers per- 
haps two or three,, branching in the moft 
ftriking luxuriance : the former- is in its 
infancy, and may one day^ . I doubt Jiot, 
flourifli in the Tame glory. 



.' flut,' as I obferved before^ thefe places 
totally differ — one is kn elegant park, en^ 
ricked by the hand of genius in all the 
luxuriance of fancy •, the other rather like 
the Leafowcs, and dedicated more to the 
common ufes of life, which is very com- 
mendable ; yet when we confider it as the 
refiJent of an opulent nobleman, that 
fort of fimplicity, however pleafnig, does 
not ftrike as it does in the grounds of a 
plain country gentleman : we expeft, when 
we approach a palace, to fee it furrounded 
with correfpondent graces ^ to rife in fplen- 
dor, but at the fame time to be confined, 
like Hagley, within the limits of true and 
genuine tafte. 

Nature very profufely fpreads her 
charms at Envil for this purpole •, and 
however pleafing it may be at prefent, I * 
doubt not, whenever the dcfigil is execut- 
ed, which I am informed is in agitation, 
of building a noble manfion, and throw- 
ing a large part of the domain into a park, 

N th.;t 
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that whoever vifits thefe receflfcs, witeo 
that undertaking is accomplilhcd, will 
find Envii like ks neighbour Haglcy, ona- 
©f the rnoft delightful places ia Britaia. 
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